
Cursive Handwriting 

The new 2014 curriculum says that children should learn to form all 

their lower case and capital letters plus digits 0-9 by the end of Year 

1. They then need to start joining their letters in Year 2. In Year 3m 

they need to concentrate on increasing the legibility, consistency and 

quality of their joined handwriting. Throughout Key Stage 2, children 

need to keep up the quality of their handwriting and concentrate on 

increasing their speed. 

In order to ensure our children are able to reach these expectations 

we have decided to adopt cursive handwriting as the handwriting style 

for our school. 

Children will be taught cursive handwriting from Nursery. In Nursery 

and Reception children learn how to form the letters correctly and are 

not required to join them. From Year 1 onwards children will be 

encouraged to join letters as soon as they are able to. 

Children are taught cursive writing because; 

o By making each letter in one movement, children’s hands 

develop a ‘physical memory’ of it, making it easier to produce 

the correct shape; 

o Children are less likely to reverse letters which are typically 

difficult (like b/d or p/q); 

o There is a clear distinction between capital letters and lower 

case; 

o The continuous flow of writing improves speed and spelling; 

o Leading strokes in to letters help children to sit each letter on 

the line on a page and start all formation from the same point. 

How to help 

Let children copy words they know and use.                                             

Show them how to form letters correctly by watching you write them 

first.                                                                                                       

Write words with a highlighter pen and let your children trace over 

them.                                                                                                 

Download some of the practise sheets from the schools website.  

Children are not taught letters in alphabetical order, but in groups 

according to their formation: for example, ‘a’, ‘c’, ‘e’ and ‘o’ are taught 

together because they’re all based on an anticlockwise circle.  

1. The first family of letters – the anti-clockwise letters are 

known as ‘Curly Caterpillar Letters’ 

           c,  a,  d,  e,  g,  o,  q,  f,  s 

 

2. The second family of letters are known as the ‘Long Ladder 

Family’ 

           l,  i,  j,  t,  u,  y  

 

3. The third family of letters- with a stick and a curve are known 

as the ‘One armed Robot Letters’ 

           r,  b,  h,  k,  m,  n,  p  

 

4. The fourth family of letters – ‘Zig Zag Letters’. 

            v,  w,  x,  z  



Different joins 

Diagonal joins to letters without ascenders 

ai,  ar,  us,  zi,  er 

Horizontal joins to letters without ascenders 

ou,  vi,  wi,  oa,  on,  oi,  or,  ow 

Diagonal joins to letters with ascenders 

ch,  ck,  sh,  th,  ab,  ul,  it,  

Horizontal joins to letters with ascenders 

ol,  wh,  ot,  oh  

Things to remember 

It is best if a child can sit on a chair properly, at a table 

when writing. We call this the BBC position – Bums Back in 

Chairs. We also say that there should be 6 feet on the 

floor. 

It is difficult to write properly with a biro – it moves too 

quickly. Pencils and better. 

Don’t worry of your child is left handed, but encourage 

them to turn their page slightly to the right. 
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