
Y6 Long Term Matrix  

 

 
 AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

English 

Whole Year 

Curriculum 

Coverage 

Reading  

Word reading  

Apply growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 

suffixes (morphology and etymology), both to read aloud 

and to understand the meaning of new words 

Comprehension 

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding 

of what is read  

Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range 

of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books 

or textbooks  

Reading books that are structured in different ways and 

reading for a range of purposes  

Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern 

fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books 

from other cultures and traditions  

Recommending books that they have read to their peers, 

giving reasons for their choices  

Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and 

across a wide range of writing  

Making comparisons within and across books  

Learning a wider range of poetry by heart  

Preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, 

showing understanding through intonation, tone and 

volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience 

Checking that the book makes sense, discussing 

understanding and exploring the meaning of words in 

context  

Asking questions to improve understanding  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters' 

feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and 

justifying inferences with evidence  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and 

implied  

Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph, identifying key details that support the main 

ideas  

Identifying how language, structure and presentation 

Writing  

Transcription  

Spelling 

Use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the 

guidelines for adding them  

Spell some words with ‘silent’ letters, e.g. knight, psalm, 

solemn  

Continue to distinguish between homophones and other words 

which are often confused  

Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and 

understand that the spelling of some words needs to be 

learnt specifically, as listed in Appendix 1  

Use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words  

Use the first three or four letters of a word to check 

spelling, meaning or both of these in a dictionary  

Use a thesaurus  

Handwriting and presentation  

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:  

Choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices 

and deciding, as part of their personal style, whether or not 

to join specific letters choosing the writing implement that is 

best suited for a task  

Composition  

Plan writing 

Identify audience for and purpose of writing, selecting 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models 

for their own  

Noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and 

research where necessary  

In writing narratives, considering how authors have 

developed characters and settings in what they have read, 

listened to or seen performed  

Draft and write by:  

Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding 

how such choices can change and enhance meaning  

In narratives, describing settings, characters and 

atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 

advance the action  

Précising longer passages  

Grammar  

Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in 

Appendix 2 by:  

Recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate 

for formal speech and writing, including subjunctive forms  

Using passive verbs to affect the presentation of 

information in a sentence  

Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 

information concisely  

Using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of 

possibility  

Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, 

when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative 

pronoun  

Indicate grammatical and other features by:  

Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing  

Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis  

Using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries 

between main clauses  

Using a colon to introduce a list  

Use and understand the grammatical terminology in Appendix 

2 accurately and appropriately in discussing their writing and 

reading.  

Use a wide range of conjunctions to create compound and 

complex sentences 

Use full stops, commas, exclamation marks, speech marks and 

question marks to punctuate sentences correctly. 

Use a wide range of adjectives and adjectival phrases, 

adverbs, adverbials and prepositional phrases to add 

description and elaboration to writing. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 

information concisely 

Speaking and Listening 

Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers  

Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and 

build vocabulary and knowledge  

Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions  

Give well-structured descriptions and explanations  

Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 



contribute to meaning  

Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including 

figurative language, considering the impact on the reader  

Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion  

Retrieve, record and present information from non-

fiction  

Participate in discussions about books that are read to 

them and those they can read for themselves, building on 

their own and others’ ideas and challenging views 

courteously  

Explain and discuss understanding of what they have 

read, including through formal presentations and 

debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes 

where necessary  

Provide reasoned justifications for their views 

Using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 

across paragraphs  

Using further organisational and presentational devices to 

structure text and to guide the reader (e.g. headings, bullet 

points, underlining)  

Evaluate and edit by:  

Assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing  

Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 

enhance effects and clarify meaning  

Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout 

a piece of writing  

Ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using 

singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of 

speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register  

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors  

Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, 

volume, and movement so that meaning is clear  

conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding 

to comments  

Use spoken language to develop understanding through 

speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas  

Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of 

Standard English  

Participate in discussions, presentations, performances and 

debates  

Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)  

Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and 

building on the contributions of others  

Select and use appropriate registers for effective 

communication 

British Values: Understand democracy, the rule of law and 

mutual respect through class debates. 

Wider reading 

And cross 

curricular text 

links 

Oliver Twist (Abridged version) Charles Dickens 

Topic linked books/articles/holiday brochures 

Guided Reading non-fiction texts: Biographies and 

autobiographies, Titanic, Shakespeare’s Theatre, 

Extreme Habitats, Animal texts etc. 

Guided Reading fiction: Short stories by George Layton, 

Adventure stories for 10 year olds. 

Information texts/biographies about scientists and their 

research/discoveries, Christianity and Islam 

British Values: Understand democracy, the rule of law 

and mutual respect through class debates. 

Topic linked books/articles/atlases 

Non-fiction texts  

Shakespeare’s Theatre, Extreme Habitats, Animal texts etc. 

Guided Reading fiction: Short stories by George Layton, 

Adventure stories for 10 year olds. 

Information texts/biographies about scientists and their 

research/discoveries 

Greek and Mayan information books 

British Values: Understand democracy, the rule of law and 

mutual respect through class debates. 

Why the Whales Came by Michael Morpurgo 

Topic linked books/articles/newspaper reports 

Information texts/biographies about scientists and their 

research/discoveries, Christianity and Islam 

World Cup books/brochures, etc 

British Values: Understand democracy, the rule of law and 

mutual respect through class debates. 

Mathematics 

Whole Year 

Curriculum 

Coverage 

Number/ Calculation 

 Reads, writes, orders and compares numbers up to 10 

000 000 and determines the value of each digit  

 Rounds any whole number to a required degree of 

accuracy  

 Uses negative numbers in context, and calculates 

intervals across zero  

 Solves number and practical problems that involve all 

of the above.  

 Multiplies multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-

digit whole number using the formal written method 

of long multiplication  

 Divides numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole 

number using the formal written method of long 

division, and interprets remainders as whole number 

remainders, fractions, or by rounding, as appropriate 

for the context  

 Divides numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit number 

Geometry & Measures  

 Solves problems involving the calculation and conversion 

of units of measure, using decimal notation up to three 

decimal places where appropriate  

 Uses, reads, writes and converts between standard units, 

converting measurements of length, mass, volume and 

time from a smaller unit of measure to a larger unit, and 

vice versa, using decimal notation to up to three decimal 

places  

 Converts between miles and kilometres  

 Recognises that shapes with the same areas can have 

different perimeters and vice versa  

 Recognises when it is possible to use formulae for area 

and volume of shapes  

 Calculates the area of parallelograms and triangles  

 Calculates, estimates and compares volume of cubes and 

cuboids using standard units, including cubic centimetres 

(cm3) and cubic metres (m3), and extending to other units 

Fractions  

 Uses common factors to simplify fractions 

 Uses common multiples to express fractions in the same 

denomination  

 Compares and orders fractions, including fractions >1  

 Adds and subtracts fractions with different 

denominators and mixed numbers, using the concept of 

equivalent fractions  

 Multiplies simple pairs of proper fractions, writing the 

answer in its simplest form (for example, 1/4 × 1/2 = 1/8)  

 Divides proper fractions by whole numbers (for example, 

1/3 ÷ 2 = 1/6 )  

 Associates a fraction with division and can calculate 

decimal fraction equivalents (for example, 0.375) for a 

simple fraction (for example, 3/8)  

 Identifies the value of each digit in numbers given to 

three decimal places and multiplies and divides numbers 

by 10, 100 and 1000 giving answers up to three decimal 



using the formal written method of short division 

where appropriate, interpreting remainders according 

to context 

 Performs mental calculations, including with mixed 

operations and large numbers.  

 Identifies common factors, common multiples and 

prime numbers  

 Uses their knowledge of the order of operations to 

carry out calculations involving the four operations  

 Solves addition and subtraction multi-step problems 

in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to 

use and why  

 Solves problems involving addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division  

 Uses estimation to check answers to calculations and 

determine, in the context of a problem, an 

appropriate degree of accuracy 

 Uses simple formulae  

 Generates and describes linear number sequences   

 Expresses missing number problems algebraically 

 Finds pairs of numbers that satisfy an equation 

involving two unknowns  

 Enumerates possibilities of combinations of two 

variables 

 Interprets and constructs pie charts and line graphs 

and uses these to solve problems  

 Calculates and interprets the mean as an average 

(for example, mm3 and km3) 

 Draws 2-D shapes using given dimensions and angles  

 Recognises, describes and builds simple 3-D shapes, 

including making nets  

 Compares and classifies geometric shapes based on their 

properties and sizes and finds unknown angles in any 

triangles, quadrilaterals, and regular polygons  

 Illustrates and names parts of circles, including radius, 

diameter and circumference and knows that the diameter 

is twice the radius 

 Recognises angles where they meet at a point, are on a 

straight line, or are vertically opposite, and finds missing 

angles 

 Describes positions on the full coordinate grid (all four 

quadrants)  

 Draws and translates simple shapes on the coordinate 

plane, and reflects them in the axes 

 

places  

 Multiplies one-digit numbers with up to two decimal places 

by whole numbers  

 Uses written division methods in cases where the answer 

has up to two decimal places  

 Solves problems which require answers to be rounded to 

specified degrees of accuracy  

Recalls and uses equivalences between simple fractions, 

decimals and percentages, including in different contexts 

 Solves problems involving the relative sizes of two 

quantities where missing values can be found by using 

integer multiplication and division facts  

 Solves problems involving the calculation of percentages (for 

example, of measures and such as 15% of 360) and the use of 

percentages for comparison  

 Solves problems involving similar shapes where the scale 

factor is known or can be found  

 Solves problems involving unequal sharing and grouping 

using knowledge of fractions and multiples 

 

Science 

 

Living things and their 

habitats 

Animals Including humans Electricity Light Evolution & 

inheritance 

Evolution and Inheritance 

On-going: Working scientifically Working scientifically Working scientifically 

Computing 

 

E-safety and Programming Coding, e-safety and film-making Spreadsheets and e-safety 

On-going: Using the internet to research, PowerPoint skills, word processing, graphic modelling and e-safety 

DT 

 

Vehicles of the future 

Gears, cams and pulleys 

Ancient Greece 

Design, sew and make Greek shoe 

Sports/health week 

Food technology – fruit smoothie 

On-going:  

Design, make, evaluate and apply technical knowledge. 

Art 

 

North and South America 

Landscape painting 

Frida Kahlo 

Ancient Greece 

Draw clay vase-oil pastels 

Modroc figures 

Mayans 

Frederick Catherwood drawing ruins charcoals/shade 

On-going : Record observations in sketch books, improve mastery of art and learn about great artists, architects and designers throughout history.  Creative Minds’ work will include 

expressive drawing, mono printing, Batik. 

Links with RE glass painting.  Links with computing – create, add and manipulate 3D models on screen. 

PE 

 

Games – Invasion, Striking 

and fielding, Net 

Dance  Gymnastics Games – Invasion, Striking 

and Fielding, Net 

Athletics Athletics 



On-going Swimming across all terms 

 

Music 

 

Listen with attention to detail and explore/identify 

inter-related dimensions of music. Listen to World 

music and compare and analyse different sounds, 

rhythms and instruments.  Listen to William Byrd or 

other Renaissance composer – and explore/identify 

inter-related dimensions of music (pitch, tempo etc.) 

Samba drumming composition 

Listen to Samba music and compare and analyse 

different sounds. 

Perform along with Samba music. 

Use percussion instruments to create a backing track 

and for an audience 

Listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of 

historical periods, genres and styles, including the 

works of great composers and musicians. 

Listen to 20th century music by Elvis Presley and the 

Beatles  

Research Elvis Presley and the Beatles and produce an 

information text on their lives and achievements. 

Listen to, review and evaluate music.   

Samba drumming composition 

Listen to Samba music and compare and analyse 

different sounds. 

Perform along with Samba music. 

Use percussion instruments to create a backing track 

and for an audience 
  

 

Listen to Brazilian(Samba) music and compare and analyse different 

sounds.  Perform along with Samba music. 

Write lyrics for a Rap-based on previous World Cup Rap to promote 

Brazil. 

Use percussion instruments to create a backing track for rap. 

Perform Rap for an audience. 

Samba drumming composition 

Listen to Samba music and compare and analyse different sounds. 

Perform along with Samba music. 

Use percussion instruments to create a backing track and for an 

audience. 

 

On-going: Drumming –performing in an ensemble 

History 

 

Crime and Punishment – Anglo Saxon to Present  

 

 

Ancient Greece 

 

 

The Mayan Civilisation 

 

 

On-going:  

Pupils develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study.  

They note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms.  

They regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance 

They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.   

Geography 

 

North and South America 

 

 

Natural Resources 

 

 

Sustainable Living 

 

 

On-going: 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography 

Describe and understand human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied. 

British Values: promoting tolerance between different cultural traditions by enabling students to study and make comparisons of different cultures around the world 

PSHE 

 

Crucial Crew,   NSPCC , Firework safety, Anti-bullying week, Bikeability, St John’s Ambulance, ‘I Heart’  

British Values: Identifying and combating discrimination; promoting tolerance; the rule of law and democracy. 

 

PSHE – The 

Great Dream 

 

Giving 

Give to local food bank 

Relating 

What makes a good 

Exercise 

Quick start 

Awareness 

Live mindfully 

Trying out something new 

 

 Direction 

Aspirations and goals 

Resilience 

Coping with tricky situations 

Acceptance 

Look for what is good 

 Meaning 

Be part of something bigger 



friendship? 

  

On going 

Relationships in Y6 

 On going 

Health and Well being 

 On going 

Living in the Wider World 

 

RE 

 

Rites of Passage 

Christianity, Islam 

Festivals/Beliefs and 

Practices Gospel stories 

Festivals/Beliefs and Practices  

Christianity 

Expressions of faith though Art Christianity, Islam 

Ongoing: British Values: promoting tolerance and respect for and between different cultural traditions by enabling students to acquire an appreciation of their own and other cultures. 

British Values: Understanding the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs and that this is protected by law. 

Languages Language – Italian:  Understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings, in speech and writing, using knowledge of phonology, grammatical structures and vocabulary 

 


