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The Links Primary School Offer

Our Special Educational Needs Coordinator (S.E.N.CO.) is Louise Daly
She is a full time member of staff and can be contacted anytime. 
Louise.daly@thelinksprimary.org.uk

Nothing is worth more than this day.           

You cannot relive yesterday. 

Tomorrow is still beyond our reach.
Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
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School Core Offer
At The Links Primary School we are committed to the equal inclusion of all pupils in all areas of 
Early Years and Primary School life. We recognise the diverse and individual needs of all of our 

pupils and take into account the additional support required by those children with Special 
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).

We believe that children thrive and fulfil their potential as part of a community, we actively seek 
local services to access new opportunities and expertise to enhance everyone's experiences. We 
openly welcome and facilitate multiagency collaborative partnership meetings in an attempt to 

source the highest level of expertise to create the very best solutions for all our children. 

Further information about the Local Offer can be found on the Stockton borough council FIS 
website.

In Stockton we also have an organisation that supports families who have a child or young person 
with additional or complex needs aged 0-25. If you would like further information contact 
stocktonunitedforchange@gmail.com 

Your goal should be just out of reach, but not out of sight. 

Denis Waitley and Remi Witt

mailto:stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/localoffer
mailto:stocktonunitedforchange@gmail.com


Any child not fulfilling their potential will be monitored on our S.T.A.R.S 
tracking system (Students Targeted for Achievement System.) where we will 
assess their areas of need, plan from the best resources available, we will do 
our best to implement the interventions and opportunities for accelerated 
learning quickly. 
Each half term we will review the outcomes, successes and the challenges 
experienced with the pupil, teacher and parent or carer. this is when we ask 
for everyone's views. You will know how your child feels about the support 
and if they are enjoying or worrying about school. Usually we will meet as a 
team to decide where we are going to next but sometimes you can simply 
send your views back into school. We want to know if there is a positive 
impact? Is there an increase in confidence or ability? Is there a new skill or 
coping strategy? Are we making a difference if not then we need to change 
our approach.

S.T.A.R.S, Having your say

Facts about 
me….
I like it when..

I’m worried 
about..

It helps if..

Autumn
Spring 
Summer

Please sign and 
date to let me 
know you have 
seen my plan.
Parent/carer 
…………………………
…………
Class teacher 
…………………………
…………
SENCO …………..

My name is:
Date:

My support looks like 
this…….. 

Insanity: 
doing the same
thing over and 

again and 
expecting different 
results.
Albert Einstein 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_einstein.html


What do we mean by 
S.E.N.D.?

A special educational need can be a number of different things. 
For example, a child may be having problems with reading, 
number work or just coping with day to day stresses, which can 
be helped by putting extra support in place at school by working 
in partnership with parents and carers we can take much better 
care of our children’s needs. 

It may also be due to a disability or simply a tricky patch in their 
learning journey that makes it harder for a child to access 
mainstream provision.  For some children these difficulties may 
be temporary, while for others they may have a long term need 
for support and help.

“Every journey starts with a single step.” – Lao Tze
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Assessment
• At The Links we use a wide variety of assessment tools to ensure quick 

and accurate identification of an individuals’ needs. In consultation with 
the schools team around the child, parents or carers and child we create a 
shared, individualised plan enabling our highly experienced staff to 
elevate every child to fulfil their potential. Individuals progress is 
monitored continuously to ensure the most appropriate resources are 
directed to our children when and where they will benefit most. We will 
look formally at pupil progress every half term.

What might assessment look like 
at The Links?
• Formal and informal observations, 
• Boxall assessment
• G.L. Dyslexia Screening tool
• work scrutiny, 
• discussion with parents and children, 
• formal diagnostic testing such as Salford Reading Test, Burt's’ 

Reading Test, 
• cumulative skill based assessment, 
• summative assessment, 
• pupil mapping and progress meetings,
• Lexia analysis, 
• Toe to Toe 
• Lucid Rapid screen tool
• assessment procedures that emphasise pupils’ strengths and 

achievements and applications during national testing at Key 
Stage 2 to obtain access arrangements as appropriate.

• We have a group of agencies that work in partnership with us 
to assess and guide see agencies and contacts

Happiness lies in the 
joy of achievement and 
the thrill of creative 
effort.
Franklin D. Roosevelt

mailto:stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/localoffer
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/franklind124526.html?src=t_achievement
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/f/franklin_d_roosevelt.html
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Communication and Interaction

Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health Difficulties

Cognition and Learning

Sensory and/or Physical Needs

At Links Primary School we are committed to the equal 
inclusion of all pupils in all areas of Early Years and Primary 
School life. 

We recognise the diverse and individual needs of all of our 
pupils and take into account the additional support required 
by those children with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities (SEND). We work in consultation with families and 
supporting organisations to design successful pathways 
through learning.

Children will have opportunities to explore and learn through 
extra curricular activities and external visitors who bring new 
ideas and excitement to our school community.

Not every child learns in the same way so a range of visual, 
auditory and kinaesthetic teaching strategies are used across 
the school as part of our whole school curriculum. In every 
year group children will experience creative and exciting 
opportunities as individuals, as part of a small group or as a 
whole class team.

We provide a diverse and differentiated curriculum adapted to 
meet the needs of each individual child.

Links Primary has high expectations and nurtures the 
aspirations of every member of our community to fulfil their 
potential and look towards their hopes and dreams.
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Communication and Interaction

Without continual 
growth and progress, 
such words as 
improvement, 
achievement, and 
success have no 
meaning.
Benjamin Franklin

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/benjaminfr387287.html?src=t_achievement
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/benjamin_franklin.html
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Cognition and Learning

High achievement 
always takes place 
in the framework of 
high expectation.
Charles Kettering

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/charlesket119214.html?src=t_achievement
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/c/charles_kettering.html
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Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health Difficulties

Even a mistake 
may turn out to 
be the one thing 
necessary to a 
worthwhile 
achievement.
Henry Ford

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henryford163828.html?src=t_achievement
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/henry_ford.html
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Sensory and/or Physical Needs

Trust yourself. Create 
the kind of self that you 
will be happy to live 
with all your life. Make 
the most of yourself by 
fanning the tiny, inner 
sparks of possibility 
into flames of 
achievement.
Golda Meir

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/goldameir162893.html?src=t_achievement
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/golda_meir.html
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Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND)
All pupils follow the National Curriculum at a level and a pace that is appropriate to their abilities. Our SEND 
philosophy places SEND children at the heart of personalised learning and our curriculum is tailored to meet 
individual pupils needs.
We have:
• staff who are trained in specific programs to support learning  such as Toe to Toe, Team Teach, teaching 

children with autism and assessment techniques. Staff are also allocated to individuals to suit the child's 
needs based on assessment and discussions with the child, their parents or carers, the class teacher, 
S.E.N.C.O., head teacher and local support services.

• At times and when it is felt appropriate, modifications to the curriculum may be implemented. To successfully 
match pupil ability to the curriculum Links Primary School remain committed to:

• A range of teaching and learning styles
• Differentiated learning materials
• Access to ICT and Technology
• Additional in class support
• Additional out of class support
• Enrichment and Enjoyment opportunities to stimulate and motivate learning
• Flexible groupings – including small group support work
• An innovative and supportive curriculum
• The appropriate use of rewards and sanctions
• A broad range of extra-curricular activities, including homework club, 
• one to one support and booster/extension sessions
• Assessment procedures that emphasise pupils’ strengths and achievements
• Applications during national testing at Key Stage 2 to obtain access arrangements as appropriate
If you have any questions about our SEND school Offer please contact the school and we will try our best to help 
you.
Further information on Our Curriculum and SEND can be found in our Curriculum Policies below.
Curriculum policies 



SEND - Finance
• The school funding formula is generated to include financial provision to specifically support pupils 

individual special needs.
• This funding is prioritised to tailor make learning to ensure small steps of progress are continually made 

by all SEND learners.
• At The Links Primary school, for those pupils with High Needs, Costed Provision Maps are created 

with detailed evidence of support provided in school. This builds a portfolio of the progress each child 
makes. 

• Additional funding and financial support can be applied for from the Local Authority.
• Detailed assessments and target tracking ensure that all learners achieve and make progress at The Links 

Primary School.
• If you have any questions about our SEND school Offer please contact the school and we will try our best 

to help you.
School Admissions
The Links Primary school has an admissions limit of 30 pupils per class from Reception to Year 6.
We provide free 15 hours provision for all 3-year-olds. 
Please see the policies below for admissions to both our nursery and school. If you would like further 
information about applying for a place in our school or nursery or about our SEND school 
Offer please contact us.

School admissions policy
If you would like further information regarding the admissions process please contact SBC SITE 

Main Menu
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Transition 
We work in partnership with our feeder secondary schools to provide an enhanced level of 
transition for those who we feel would benefit from this. This may take the form of additional 
visits for pupils, one to one / small group working with secondary school staff or pupil 
mentoring from secondary schools.

The period of transition depends on the individual needs of the pupil. If it is felt appropriate 
secondary school colleagues will attend Annual Reviews or Education Health Care plan 
meetings to consult with the current class teacher, parents and most importantly the pupil. 
We have found this strategy particularly useful in easing any worries or concerns parents and 
pupils may have. We are particularly keen to involve parents/carers as much as possible in 
their child’s transition to secondary school. School staff will take opportunities to work 
alongside parents/carers to visit secondary schools in advance of secondary placement 
applications being submitted to the Local Authority.

This ensures parents/carers can make the most informed placement decision for their child. 
When a secondary school has been allocated to the child, parents are fully involved and 
consulted at all stages of the transition process.

Transition from each Year Group is supported so that the children have met with
their new teachers and are familiar with the new classroom 
environment and organisation.



Frequently asked questions:-
What are Special Educational Needs?
A special educational need can be a number of different things. For example, a child may be having problems with reading, number work 
or just coping with day to day stresses, which can be helped by putting extra support in place at school by working in partnership with 
parents and carers we can take much better care of our children’s needs. 

What are the different levels of Special Educational Need?
There are 2 levels are SEN which are recognised nationally; SEN Support (where supported is provided within school as planned by school 
staff) and those with an Education Health and Care Plan (where support is provided by several different services as directed by the Local 
Education Authority). If your child is recognised as having SEN at either of these levels this will be as part of a collaborative approach 
between yourselves and school professionals, and you will be kept informed throughout this process. 

How do we know if a child has Special Educational Needs (SEN)?
A child can be identified as having SEN at any point in their childhood. These needs might have been identified by a parent or professional 
before a child starts school or during their time at school. 
If needs have been identified before a child starts school then staff in the school work closely with those who are already involved with 
assessing and providing for these and continues to process of assessing, providing and evaluating the effectiveness of this support.
If a child is identified as having SEN during their time at school then this will be as a result of partnership working between school staff, 
parents and other agencies (where they are needed).
The progress of all children in school is monitored on an ongoing basis by class teachers and members of the Leadership Team. If a child's 
levels are showing that they have not made the expected academic progress then staff take time to explore the reasons behind this. They 
plan intervention strategies and then review what effects these have had. In situations where children have made little or slow progress 
despite focused intervention discussions are held with parents, further intervention is planned and the child is recorded as SEN Support 
register. This register is reviewed on a half-termly basis

How do I know what support my child will be receiving?
Before we begin any work we will be in touch to discuss what will be happening in school. Each half term we will review the outcomes, 
successes and the challenges experienced with the pupil, teacher and parent or carer. this is when we ask for everyone's views. You will 
know how your child feels about the support and if they are enjoying or worrying about school. Usually we will meet as a team to decide 
where we are going to next but sometimes you can simply send your views back into school. We want to know if there is a positive
impact? Is there an increase in confidence or ability? Is there a new skill or coping strategy? Are we making a difference if not then we 
need to change our approach.

http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/what-are-speical-educational-needs
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/what-are-the-different-levels-of-special-educational-need
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/how-do-we-know-if-a-child-has-special-educational-needs-sen
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/how-do-i-know-what-support-my-child-will-be-receiving


How does my child share their views about their needs?
They will be involved in active target setting with their class teacher or SENCO they will be able to 
review the support at the end of each half term but we are always willing to listen if a child has 
something on their mind.

Who might help my child to meet their needs?
Usually we will support your child within the school and the support team who have specific skills will 
be matched the children’s needs. Your child will also receive support from the classteacher and SENCO. 
sometimes we need to involve outside services to best meet the needs of individuals, families will 

always be consulted before this happens though.
How will I know if my child is making progress?
Through our STARS tracking and also the usual parent meetings and report cards.

What approach does the school take to teaching SEN pupils?
We are inclusive and although there may be times where we withdraw children to focus in very closely 
to their specific needs these interventions are viewed as accelerated learning opportunities and are not 
long term or isolating. We aim to move our children back into full time mainstream as soon as possible. 

How will my child with SEN be supported to successfully move on?
We have a wide range of supportive transition systems depending on the type of move, the age of the 
child and the individual needs.

How are lessons adapted to meet the needs of SEN pupils?
Our sessions are designed to be differentiated but inclusive adaptations may include support materials 
and resources to enable equal access to a concept.

How is the learning environment adapted to meet the needs of SEN 
pupils?
We meet each individuals needs differently and based on the information we gather from everyone we 
adapt classrooms to include and support all our children equally.

How are staff trained to meet the needs of SEN pupils?
We have a rigorous training program each year which develops our team to best suit the children we are 
working with and the areas of development identified by the SLT.

http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/how-does-my-child-share-their-views-about-their-needs
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/who-might-help-my-child-to-meet-their-needs
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/how-will-i-know-if-my-child-is-making-progress
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/what-approach-does-the-school-take-to-teaching-sen-pupils
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/how-will-my-child-with-sen-be-supported-to-successfully-move-on
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/how-are-lessons-adapted-to-meet-the-needs-of-sen-pupils
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/how-is-the-learning-environment-adapted-to-meet-the-needs-of-sen-pupils
http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/how-are-staff-trained-to-meet-the-needs-of-sen-pupils


How does the school plan to develop children social and emotional skills?
We have a robust whole school approach to responsibility and respect and a consistent approach to celebration and success 
of everyone in school. All adults lead by example and motivation to achieve. We provide learning opportunities throughout 
our curriculum and are active in our development of  our children’s protective factors in all areas of the school day.

How does the school ensure that pupils with SEN can access all opportunities?
We provide a number of clubs and activities which are fully accessible to all our children. We will make any reasonable 
adjustment to any provision to enable equality.

How is the effectiveness of SEN Support evaluated?
Our senior leadership team reviews the effectiveness of our work through impact measures on our intervention grids and we 
review individuals progress and impact through our  STARS trackers.

How can you let us know if you are concerned or have a complaint?
Any complaints will be dealt with as quickly and efficiently as possible.  These concerns are either sorted out informally, 

often as a result of discussions that can resolve misunderstandings or worries, or may become formal complaints. The period 
of consideration will vary with the gravity and complexity of the complaint and the urgency with which it needs to be settled. 
We aim to alleviate any concerns and resolve any differences of opinions as quickly and calmly as possible.
Further information can be found in our School Complaints policy which can be found in our School Policies section.

We hope this has helped you with any concerns or questions however there are always new 
thoughts and ideas to talk about so we welcome anyone to contact the school at any point or 
to have a chat with the SENCO, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Louise.daly@thelinksprimary.org.uk
Tel 01642 785950

Back to main 
Menu

http://fn.homercreative.com/parents/sen/how-does-the-school-plan-to-develop-children-social-and-emotional-skills
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mailto:Louise.daly@thelinksprimary.org.uk


Communities working together to provide opportunities

The governing body accesses training and information giving sessions available locally and the 
head teacher makes the governors aware of the current organisations and priorities in 
Stockton. Prioritised training such as graded care profiles and early help assessment 
undertaken by SENDco and staff has secured links, services and partnerships for the school.
We work with many support services in and out of school, both locally and nationally to source 
the highest level of expertise available. We believe that collaborative partnerships is the only 
way to create a shared perspective and generate maximum investment in our children. Below 
are just a few of the partnerships we nurture.

Stockton on Tees Dyspraxia Support Group
Eastern Ravens

Every successful individual knows 
that his or her achievement depends 
on a community of persons working 
together.
Paul Ryan

The 
Hub

http://stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/service.page?id=yVe4piZWHug&familychannel=3055888
http://stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/service.page?id=yVe4piZWHug&familychannel=3055888
http://stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/service.page?id=yVe4piZWHug&familychannel=3055888
http://stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/service.page?id=yVe4piZWHug&familychannel=3055888
http://stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/service.page?id=OMEYtAEOMTI&familychannel=3055888
http://stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/service.page?id=Enj6w-RRzZw&familychannel=3055888
http://stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/service.page?id=Enj6w-RRzZw&familychannel=3055888
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/p/paulryan440783.html?src=t_achievement
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/p/paul_ryan.html
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• SEND children will be monitored closely and class teachers will informally discuss 

progress, achievements and concerns with the  senior leaders including the S.E.N.CO 

and head teacher throughout the year.

• Formal reviews will happen every half term where the head teacher senior leaders 

including the S.E.N.CO will consult on the progress and review the learning journey of 

each individual child.

• Children are involved in their own target setting with their class teacher and also in the 

review of their targets success criteria so they can discuss openly how they feel about 

their achievements or what did and didn’t work for them. This is recorded on our STARS 

forms each half term.

• We will review the services provided to our children also to ensure that we are accessing 

the most appropriate services to suit our current needs.

• Parents will be asked to give their views in one of 
regular meetings with the S.E.N.CO or in a be 
spoke meeting with the class teacher

• Discussion will happen through parents evenings 
and events. However if a parent or carer would like 
to discuss any aspect of their child’s learning 
journey please contact the school at any point 
through the school year and time to discuss your 
thoughts will be gladly given, we are here to help 
you in any way possible.
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Compliments are always greatly received and can be passed on either 
directly to staff and the SENCO, or formally recorded via our regular 
questionnaires to parents or in the form of a letter to the Head Teacher.  
These positive comments will be published on this area of our school 
website.
Any complaints will be dealt with as quickly and efficiently as possible.  
These concerns are either sorted out informally, often as a result of 
discussions that can resolve misunderstandings or worries, or may 
become formal complaints. The period of consideration will vary with 
the gravity and complexity of the complaint and the urgency with which 
it needs to be settled. We aim to alleviate any concerns and resolve any 
differences of opinions as quickly and calmly as possible.
Further information can be found in our School Complaints policy which 
can be found in our School Policies section.
Support for families
In Stockton we have a local offer which provides contact details of 
services to support S.E.N.D. children and families click on the link to go 
straight to this offer.
Useful links for parents
•(GOV.uk) - Department for Education
•(GOV.uk) - Children & families Act 2014
Mental health and behaviour in schools - Publications - GOV.UK
•Achievement for All
•(GOV.uk) Supporting Pupils at School with Medical Conditions 
•GOV.uk
Snappy maths.com
•BBC Bitesize
•BBC CBeebies
•BBC Schools 
•BBC cbbc home page 
stocktonunitedforchange@gmail.com For local family groups

mailto:stocktonunitedforchange@gmail.com
http://stocktoninformationdirectory.org/kb5/stockton/directory/localoffer.page

