
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS Outcomes  

EYFS Outcomes, by the end of Nursery children should have reached 
the 30 – 50 months learning outcomes outlined in the Development 
Matters.  

EYFS Outcomes, by the end of Reception children should have 
reached the 40 – 60+ months Early Learning Goals outlined in the 
Development Matters 

 
Understanding the world: The World 
30 – 50 months:  
Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such 
as the place where they live or the natural world. 
Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and found objects. 
Talks about why things happen and how things work. 
Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.  
Shows care and concern for living things and the environment 

 
Understanding the world: The World 
40-60 + months: 
Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 
objects, materials and living things. 
They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how 
environments might vary from one another.  
They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some 
things occur, and talk about changes. 

  

 

KS1 National Curriculum Aims                                                 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, 

the United Kingdom and their locality. They should 

understand basic subject-specific vocabulary 

relating to human and physical geography and begin 

to use geographical skills, including first-hand 

observation, to enhance their locational awareness 

KS2 National Curriculum Aim                             

Pupils should extend their knowledge and 

understanding beyond the local area to 

include the United Kingdom and Europe, 

North and South America. This will include 

the location and characteristics of a range of 

the world’s most significant human and 

physical features. They should develop their 

locational and place knowledge. 

 

Geography 



 

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
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Locational 
Knowledge; 
Observe, find out 
about and identify 
features in the 
place they live and 
in the natural 
world. Encourage 
children to 
express opinions 
on natural and 
built environments 
and give 
opportunities for 
them to hear 
different points of 
view on the quality 
of the 
environment. 

Locational Knowledge; name 
and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 
Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of 
the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas.  
 
 
 
 

Locational 
Knowledge; name 
and locate main 
countries and 
continents that are 
home to major 
mountain ranges 
and rivers.  

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Name and locate 
countries and 
cities of the United 
Kingdom, 
geographical 
regions and their 
identifying human 
and physical 
characteristics, 
key topographical 
features and land 
use patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
features have 
changed over 
time. 
 

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities.  
 

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Identify the 
position and 
significance of 
latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, 
Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, 
the Prime/ 
Greenwich 
Meridian time 
zones.  
  

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
North and South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities.  
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Place 
Knowledge; 
Observe and 
identify features in 
the place they live 
and the natural 
world. Talk about 
features. Help 
children to find out 
about the 
environment by 
talking to people, 
examining 
photographs and 
simple maps and 
visiting local 
places.  

Place Knowledge; Understand 
geographical similarities and 
differences through studying the 
human and physical geography 
of a small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in 
a contrasting non-European 
country.  
 
 

Place Knowledge; 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between populated 
areas, identifying 
human and physical 
geography. 

Place 
Knowledge; 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the study 
of human and 
physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United Kingdom, a 
region in a 
European 
Country.  

Place 
Knowledge; 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the study 
of human and 
physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United Kingdom, a 
region in a 
European 
Country.  
 

Place 
Knowledge; 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the study 
of human and 
physical 
geography of a 
tropical and polar 
region. 
 

Place 
Knowledge; 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the study 
of human and 
physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United Kingdom, a 
region within 
North or South 
America.   
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Human and 
Physical 
Geography; 
Help children to 
notice and discuss 
patterns around 
them, e.g. 
rubbings from 
grates, covers, or 
bricks. Identify 
seasonal patterns 
– focusing on 
plants and 
animals. Explore 
their local 
environment and 
talk about the 
changes they see. 
Talk about the 
similarities and 
differences 
between them and 
their friends and 
well as looking at 
photos of children 
and places around 
the world. 

Human and Physical 
Geography; Identify seasonal 
and daily weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom.  
 
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography; 
Identify seasonal 
and daily weather 
patterns in the 
United Kingdom 
and the location of 
hot and cold areas 
of the world in 
relation to the 
equator and the 
North and South 
Poles. Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary (see 
vocabulary section).  
 
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography; 
Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
volcanoes. 
Describe and 
understand 
human geography 
including; types of 
settlement and 
land use, trade 
links. 
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography; 
Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
climate zones, 
rivers, mountains, 
earthquakes and 
the water cycle. 
Describe and 
understand 
human geography 
including; types of 
settlement and 
land use, trade 
links and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including water. 
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography; 
Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
climate zones, 
vegetation belts 
and biomes. 
Describe and 
understand 
human geography 
including; types of 
settlement and 
land use, trade 
links and the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including food, 
minerals and 
water. 
. 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography; 
Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
climate zones, 
vegetation belts 
and biomes. 
Describe and 
understand 
human geography 
including; the 
distribution of 
natural resources 
including food, 
minerals and 
water economic 
activity including 
trade links. 
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Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork; 
Observe and 
identify features in 
the place they live 
and the natural 
world. Find out 
about their 
environment and 
talk about features 
they like and 
dislike. Examine 
change over time. 
Pose carefully 
framed open-
ended questions, 
such as “How can 
we...?” or “What 
would happen 
if...?” 

Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork; use world maps, 
atlases and globes to identify 
the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and 
oceans studies at this key stage.  

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork; use 
simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and 
locational 
directional 
language to 
describe the 
location of features 
on a map. Use Ariel 
photographs and 
plan perspectives o 
recognise 
landmarks and 
basic human and 
physical features; 
devise a simple 
map; and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
Use simple 
fieldwork and 
observational skills 
to study the 
geography of their 
school and its 
grounds and the 
key human and 
physical features of 
its surrounding 
environment 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork; 
Use maps atlases, 
globes and digital/ 
computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied. 
Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, four 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols and key 
to build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom 
and the wider 
world. 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork; 
Use maps atlases, 
globes and digital/ 
computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied. 
Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, four 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols and key 
to build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom 
and the wider 
world. 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork; 
Use maps atlases, 
globes and digital/ 
computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied. 
Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, six 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols and key 
to build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom 
and the wider 
world. Use 
fieldwork to 
observe, 
measure, record 
and present the 
human and 
physical features 
in the local area 
using a range of 
methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans, 
graphs and digital 
technologies 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork; 
Use maps atlases, 
globes and digital/ 
computer 
mapping to locate 
countries and 
describe features 
studied. 
Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, six 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols and key 
to build their 
knowledge of the 
United Kingdom 
and the wider 
world. Use 
fieldwork to 
observe, 
measure, record 
and present the 
human and 
physical features 
in the local area 
using a range of 
methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans, 
graphs and digital 
technologies 
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Geographical 
Vocabulary; 
Town,  
Village,  
Road,  
Path,  
House,  
Flat,  
Temple, 
Synagogue. 
Busy,  
Quiet 
Pollution. 

Continents and oceans 
(around the world in 80 days) 
Continent,  
Equator,  
Globe,  
Atlas, 
Country,  
Ocean, 
Sea.  
 
UK and our Area 
England,  
Northern Ireland, 
Scotland,  
Wales,  
United Kingdom,  
Capital City,  
School,  
Postcode. 
 
Weather and Seasons. 
Spring,  
Summer, 
Autumn, 
Winter, 
Weather Patterns, 
Extreme Weather. 

Mountains, rivers 
and coasts 
Beach,  
Cliff,  
Coast,  
Island,  
Estuary, 
Mouth, 
Source, 
Range, 
Summit, 
Peak. 
 
Villages, towns 
and cities  
Area,  
Compass direction, 
Route,  
Map,  
Village, 
Town, 
City, 
Rural, 
Urban. 
 
Hot and cold 
places (Sri Lanka) 
Sri Lanka, 
Buddhist, 
Sinhalese, 
Rupee,  
Climate. 
 

Maps; UK, 
Regions and 
Cities 
Cardinal points,  
Pole Star,  
Grid Reference, 
Symbol, 
Ordnance Survey, 
Boundary,  
Region.  
 
Volcanos 
Crater,  
Crust,  
Magma, 
Mantle,  
Vent,  
Volcano,  
Crops, 
Lava,  
Tectonic plates, 
Ash. 
 
Celebrating our 
World 
Climate Change, 
Activist, 
Protection, 
O-zone Layer, 
Mother Nature, 
Deforestation, 
Global Warming. 
 

Europe and the 
Lake District 
Lake,  
National park, 
Tarn,  
Catchment, 
Derwent Water, 
Tributary, Weir, 
Border, 
Landlocked.  
 
Earthquakes and 
Tsunamis 
Ridge,  
Cluster, 
Earthquake, 
Plate boundaries, 
Tsunami, 
Aftershock.  
 
Rivers and the 
Water cycle 
Condensation, 
Deforestation, 
Drain, 
Evaporation, 
Water cycle, 
Borehole, 
Reservoir.   
 
 
 
 
 

World Map Earth 
in Space 
Axis,  
North Pole, 
Northern 
hemisphere, 
South Pole, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, 
Latitude, 
Longitude,  
Prime Meridian, 
Time zone,  
Orbit.  
 
Capitals of 
Countries 
The 
Commonwealth, 
European Union 
(EU),  
United Nations 
(UN),  
Population. 
 

Our Area 
High street, 
Countryside, 
Proximity, 
Green belt, 
Shared land, 
Landmark. 
 
 

North and South 
America 
Prairie,  
Rocky Mountains, 
Tundra, 
Caribbean, 
Tropical climate, 
Immigration. 
 
Sustainable 
Living and 
Natural 
Resources 
Electricity,  
Export,  
Fossil fuel, 
Mineral, 
Oil,  
Turbine,  
Organic,  
Water 
conservation. 
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Visit a local fire 
station. 
 
People who help 
us ~ School visit. 
 
Local area walks. 
 
Map work to use 
on the school 
grounds or in local 
area.  
 

Our area map creating lesson. 
 
Life centre (seasons and 
weather workshop) 
https://education.life.org.uk/plan-
a-visit 
 
 
Around the world in 80 days 
themed day (different activities 
linked to the different continents, 
having to move across the seas 
to access the different 
activities). 

Local visits to 
village to see 
features of village. 
 
Visit to a town to 
find differences and 
similarities. 
 
Tees River trust, 

Orienteering  
 
The Angel of the 
North 
 

Life Centre 
Earthquake and 
Tsunami 
workshop 
 
Tees Barrage 
Education 
 
River Visit. 

Life Centre, 
Space and the 
world from Space.  
 

Tesco farm to fork  
Educational visit 
 
Residential trip 
consolidation of 
skills taught in 
KS2.  
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People who help 
me. 
 
Space 
 
The Zoo 
 
Pirates 

Continents and oceans (around 
the world in 80 days) 
 
UK and our Area 
 
Weather and Seasons. 

Mountains, rivers 
and coasts 
 
Villages, towns and 
cities  
 
Hot and cold places 
(Sri Lanka) 

Maps; UK, 
Regions and 
Cities. 
 
Volcanos 
 
Celebrating our 
World 

Europe and the 
Lake District 
 
Earthquakes and 
Tsunamis 
 
Rivers and the 
Water cycle. 

World Map Earth 
in Space. 
 
Capitals of 
Countries,  
 

Our Area 

North and South 
America 
 
 
Sustainable Living 
 
Natural 
Resources. 

 

https://education.life.org.uk/plan-a-visit
https://education.life.org.uk/plan-a-visit

