
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS Outcomes  

EYFS Outcomes, by the end of Nursery children should have 
reached the 30 – 50 months learning outcomes, outlined in 
the Development Matters document.   

EYFS Outcomes, by the end of Reception children should 
have reached the 40 – 60+ months Early Learning Goals, 
outlined in the Development Matters document. 

 
Understanding the world: The World 
30 – 50 months:  
Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar 
world such as the place where they live or the natural world. 
Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as 
plants, animals, natural and found objects. 
Talks about why things happen and how things work. 
Developing an understanding of growth, decay, and changes over 
time.  Shows care and concern for living things and the 
environment 

 
Understanding the world: The World 
40-60 + months: 
Children know about similarities and differences in relation to 
places, objects, materials and living things. 
They talk about the features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary from one another.  
They make observations of animals and plants and explain why 
some things occur and talk about changes. 

  

 

KS1 National Curriculum Aims                                                 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the 
United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand 
basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and 
physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, 
including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational 
awareness 

KS2 National Curriculum Aims                             

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding 
beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and 
Europe, North and South America. This will include the 
location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most 
significant human and physical features. They should 
develop their locational and place knowledge. 

 

Geography 



 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 
Lo

ca
ti
on

al
 K

no
wl

ed
ge

 

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Observe, 
find out 
about, and 
identify 
features in 
the place 
they live and 
in the 
natural 
world. 
Encourage 
children to 
express 
opinions on 
natural and 
built 
environments 
and give 
opportunities 
for them to 
hear 
different 
points of 
view on the 
quality of 

Locational Knowledge:  
Name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans. 
 
Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas.  
 
 
 
 

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Name and 
locate main 
countries and 
continents that 
are home to 
major rivers.  

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Name and 
locate 
countries and 
cities of the 
United 
Kingdom, 
geographical 
regions and 
their 
identifying 
human and 
physical 
characteristics, 
key 
topographical 
features, and 
land use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
features have 
changed over 
time. 
 

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Locate the 
world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus 
on Europe 
concentrating 
on their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities.  
 

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Identify the 
position and 
significance of 
latitude, 
longitude, 
Equator, 
Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn, 
Arctic and 
Antarctic 
Circle, the 
Prime/ 
Greenwich 
Meridian time 
zones.  
  

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Locate the 
world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus 
on North and 
South America, 
concentrating 
on their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities.  
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Place 
Knowledge: 
Observe and 
identify 
features in 
the place 
they live and 
the natural 
world.  
Talk about 
features.  
 
Help children 
to find out 
about the 
environment 
by talking to 
people, 
examining 
photographs 
and simple 
maps, and 
visiting local 
places.  

Place Knowledge:  
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area 
of the United Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a contrasting Non-
European country.  
 
 

Place 
Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between 
populated 
areas, 
identifying 
human and 
physical 
geography. 

Place 
Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United 
Kingdom, a 
region in a 
European 
Country.  

Place 
Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United 
Kingdom, a 
region in a 
European 
Country.  
 

Place 
Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities 
and 
differences 
through the 
study of 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
tropical and 
polar region. 
 

Place 
Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United 
Kingdom, a 
region within 
North or South 
America.   
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Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 
Help children 
to notice and 
discuss 
patterns 
around them, 
e.g. rubbings 
from grates, 
covers, or 
bricks.  
 
Identify 
seasonal 
patterns – 
focusing on 
plants and 
animals.  
 
Explore 
their local 
environment 
and talk 
about the 
changes they 
see.  
 

Human and Physical Geography: 
Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom.  
 
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 
Identify 
seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the 
United 
Kingdom and 
the location of 
hot and cold 
areas of the 
world in 
relation to the 
equator and 
the North and 
South Poles.  
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary (see 
vocabulary 
section).  
 
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 
Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography. 
 
Describe and 
understand 
human 
geography 
including, types 
of settlement 
and land use, 
trade links. 
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 
Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
climate zones, 
rivers, 
mountains, 
earthquakes, 
and the water 
cycle.  
 
Describe and 
understand 
human 
geography 
including, types 
of settlement 
and land use, 
trade links and 
the distribution 
of natural 
resources 
including water. 
 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 
Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
climate zones, 
vegetation 
belts and 
biomes.  
 
Describe and 
understand 
human 
geography 
including, 
types of 
settlement and 
land use, trade 
links and the 
distribution of 
natural 
resources 
including food, 
minerals, and 
water. 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 
Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
climate zones, 
vegetation 
belts and 
biomes.  
 
Describe and 
understand 
human 
geography 
including, the 
distribution of 
natural 
resources 
including food, 
minerals and 
water economic 
activity 
including trade 
links. 
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Talk about 
the 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between 
them and 
their friends 
and well as 
looking at 
photos of 
children and 
places 
around the 
world. 
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Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Observe and 
identify 
features in 
the place 
they live and 
the natural 
world.  
 
Find out 
about their 

Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork:  
Use world maps, atlases, and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as well 
as the countries, continents, and 
oceans studies at this key stage.  

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Use simple 
compass 
directions 
(North, South, 
East and West) 
and locational 
directional 
language to 
describe the 
location of 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Use maps 
atlases, globes, 
and digital/ 
computer 
mapping to 
locate 
countries and 
describe 
features 
studied. 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Use maps 
atlases, globes, 
and digital/ 
computer 
mapping to 
locate 
countries and 
describe 
features 
studied. 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Use maps 
atlases, 
globes, and 
digital/ 
computer 
mapping to 
locate 
countries and 
describe 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Use maps 
atlases, globes, 
and digital/ 
computer 
mapping to 
locate 
countries and 
describe 
features 
studied. 
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environment 
and talk 
about 
features 
they like and 
dislike.  
 
Examine 
change over 
time. Pose 
carefully 
framed 
open-ended 
questions, 
such as “How 
can we...?” or 
“What would 
happen if...?” 

features on a 
map.  
 
Use Ariel 
photographs 
and plan 
perspectives o 
recognise 
landmarks and 
basic human 
and physical 
features; 
devise a simple 
map; and use 
and construct 
basic symbols 
in a key.  
 
Use simple 
fieldwork and 
observational 
skills to study 
the geography 
of their school 
and its grounds 
and the key 
human and 
physical 

Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, four 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols, and 
key to build 
their 
knowledge of 
the United 
Kingdom and 
the wider 
world. 

Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, four 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols, and 
key to build 
their 
knowledge of 
the United 
Kingdom and 
the wider 
world. 

features 
studied. 
Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, six 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols, and 
key to build 
their 
knowledge of 
the United 
Kingdom and 
the wider 
world.  
 
Use fieldwork 
to observe, 
measure, 
record and 
present the 
human and 
physical 
features in 
the local area 
using a range 
of methods, 
including 

Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, six 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols, and 
key to build 
their knowledge 
of the United 
Kingdom and 
the wider 
world.  
 
Use fieldwork 
to observe, 
measure, 
record and 
present the 
human and 
physical 
features in the 
local area using 
a range of 
methods, 
including 
sketch maps, 
plans, graphs, 
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features of its 
surrounding 
environment 

sketch maps, 
plans, graphs, 
and digital 
technologies 
 

and digital 
technologies 
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Geographical 
Vocabulary. 
Town, village, 
road, path, 
house, flat, 
temple, 
synagogue. 
busy, quiet, 
pollution. 

Geographical Vocabulary. 
Atlas, globe, map, continent, 
equator, country, ocean, sea. 
 
UK and our Area. 
England, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales, United Kingdom,  
Capital, cities, town, postcode, 
hill, house, shop. 
 
Weather and Seasons. 
Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter, 
weather patterns, extreme 
weather, season, seasonal. 

Geographical 
Vocabulary. 
Fieldwork, 
navigate, 
symbols, key, 
location, 
region, local, 
compass, 
north, east, 
south, west, 
route, urban, 
rural, climate, 
aerial 
photograph, 
equator, 
landmark, 
locality, 
location. 
 
Rivers and 
Coasts. 
Beach, coast, 
cliff, island, 

Geographical 
Vocabulary. 
Compass Rose, 
true north, 
magnetic north, 
ordnance 
survey map, 
grid reference, 
human 
geography, 
physical 
geography, 
boundary, 
north-east, 
south-east, 
north-west, 
south-west, 
region, cardinal 
points, 
characteristics, 
environment, 
observational 
skills, pattern, 

Geographical 
Vocabulary. 
Climate, 
distribution, 
global, 
hemisphere, 
human 
processes, 
interaction, 
land use, scale, 
significance, 
water cycle. 
 
Settlements 
around the 
World. 
Settlement, 
migration, 
immigration, 
refugee, 
poverty, 
regional, 
location, sacred 

Geographical 
Vocabulary 
and Mapping 
Vocabulary. 
Latitude, 
longitude, 
equator, 
northern 
hemisphere, 
southern 
hemisphere, 
Tropic of 
Cancer, Tropic 
of Capricorn, 
Artic Circle, 
Antarctic 
Circle, Prime/ 
Greenwich 
Meridian time 
zones, 
vegetation 
belts, biomes, 
minerals.  

General 
Geography 
Vocabulary. 
Immigration, 
tropical 
climate, 
electricity, 
export, import, 
fossil fuel, 
mineral, oil, 
turbine, 
organic, water 
conservation, 
trade links, 
shipping routes, 
sustainability, 
natural 
resources, GIS 
(Geographical 
Information 
Systems), 
interdependent, 
plan 
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estuary, 
mouth, source, 
meander, Tees, 
Amazon, 
Mississippi, 
Nile, bank, 
basin, bed, 
tributary, 
flood plain, 
current, 
factory, farm, 
forest, valley. 

physical 
processes. 
 
Extreme 
Earth. 
Volcano, 
tsunami, 
hurricane, 
tornado, 
earthquake, 
crater, crust, 
magma, mantle, 
eruption, vent, 
tectonic plates, 
fault, drought, 
landslide, 
avalanche, 
flood, wildfire, 
cyclone, Artic 
circle, desert, 
mountains. 
 

sites, 
demographic, 
resources, 
population, soil, 
catchment, 
economic, 
urbanisation, 
industry, trade.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

perspective, 
spatial 
variation, 
topographical, 
variation.  

En
ri
ch

m
en

t Visit a local 
fire station. 
 
People who 
help us ~ 
School visit. 

Our area map creating lesson. 
 
Life centre (seasons and weather 
workshop) 
https://education.life.org.uk/plan-
a-visit 

Tees River 
trust (River 
Lab). 
 
Beach Visit. 
 

Orienteering.  
 
 

Life Centre. 
 
 

Life Centre, 
Space and the 
world from 
Space.  
 

Tesco farm to 
fork  
Educational 
visit. 
 

https://education.life.org.uk/plan-a-visit
https://education.life.org.uk/plan-a-visit
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Local area 
walks. 
 
Map work to 
use on the 
school 
grounds or in 
local area.  
 

 
 
 

Source Visit.  Eaglescliffe 
Space Maps. 
 
Orienteering. 

Residential trip 
consolidation of 
skills taught in 
KS2.  
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pi
c/

Cr
os

s-
Cu

rr
ic
ul
ar

 L
in
ks

 People who 
help me. 
 
Space 
 
The Zoo 
 
Pirates 

UK and our Area. 
 
Weather and Seasons. 

Rivers and 
Coast. 

Extreme Earth. Settlements 
around the 
World. 

Mapping our 
World. 

Natural 
resources and 
Sustainable 
Living.  


