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Curriculum Areas 
Our curriculum is informed by the EYFS Framework which is adapted to meet the needs of each individual child. 
Children’s learning is largely play-based using high quality, age appropriate resources. They will learn through play and exploration both indoors and 
outside. Children are supported to join in both child initiated and adult led activities both indoors and outside. 
Pupils will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas of learning and development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Pupils will mostly develop within the PRIME AREAS 
Communication and Language Physical Development Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Involves giving children opportunities to 
experience a rich language environment: to 
develop their confidence and skills in 
expressing themselves; and to speak and listen 
in a range of situations. 

Involves providing opportunities for young 
children to active and interactive; and to 
develop their coordination, control and 
movement. Children must also be helped to 
understand the importance of physical activity, 
and to make healthy choices in relation to food. 

Involves helping children to develop a positive 
sense of themselves and others; to form 
positive relationships and develop respect for 
others; to develop social skills and learn how to 
manage their feelings; to understand 
appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have 
confidence in their own abilities.  

As pupils progress they will develop within the SPECIFIC AREAS 
Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design  
Involves encouraging children to 
link sounds and letters and to 
begin to read and write. 
Children must be given access to a 
wide range of reading materials 
(books, poems and other written 
materials) to ignite their interest. 

Involves providing children with 
opportunities to develop and 
improve their skills in counting, 
understanding and using numbers, 
calculating simple addition and 
subtraction problems; and to 
describe shapes, spaces and 
measures. 

Involves guiding children to make 
sense of their physical world and 
their community through 
opportunities to explore, observe 
and find out about people, places, 
technology and the environment. 

Involves enabling children to 
explore and play with a wide range 
of media and materials as well as 
providing opportunities and 
encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings 
through a variety of activities in 
art, music, movement, dance, role-
play and design and technology.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Planned Progression  
 
When planning and guiding learning, staff take into account the different ways in which children learn. 
They also consider the 3 characteristics of effective teaching and learning in EYFS, which are; 
 

• Playing and Exploring: providing opportunities for children to investigate and experience things and encourage children to ‘have a go’; 
• Active Learning: providing opportunities for children to concentrate and keep trying if they encounter difficulties as well as enjoy and 

celebrate their achievements; 
• Creating and Critically Thinking: providing opportunities for children to have and develop ideas, make links between ideas and develop 

strategies for doing things.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Long Term Planning 
 
Over the year the children benefit from a wide variety of activities to support learning through PRIME and SPECIFIC Areas. These are linked 
through interesting and exciting topics that will enable quality experiences. 
 

The most relevant Rights Respecting Articles addressed through planning, teaching and learning over the year 
2 
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Non-discrimination  
The right to a name 
Respect for the views of the child 
Freedom of expression 
Freedom of thought, belief and religion 
Freedom of association 
Right to privacy 
Access to information from the media 
Parental responsibilities  
Children with a disability 
Health and health services 
Adequate standard of living 
Right to education 
Goals of education 
Children from minority or indigenous groups  
Leisure, play and culture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Reception Long Term Matrix 2020 2021 

Autumn Term Topic: Ourselves  
                        Into the Woods                                                    
Personal, social and emotional development  Physical Development Communication and Language 

• Making friends and sharing and taking turns 
• Developing and Learning the rules of the 

classroom 
• (B.V: Rule of law and Democracy) 
• The areas of the classroom – resources etc 
• Personal Hygiene 
• Dressing and undressing for P.E 
• Learning routines of the school day 
• SEAL: New beginnings, Getting on and Falling Out 
• (BV: Mutual respect, tolerance and Individual 

liberty) 

• Dress and undress independently 
• Show awareness of space of themselves and 

others 
• Changing direction 
• Following instructions 

• Show and Tell  
• (BV: Individual liberty) 
• Role Play area (children’s interests) 
• Rhyme times/learning rhymes. 
• Re-telling favourite stories with puppets/small 

world figures. 
• Circle time conversations 
• (BV: Mutual respect and tolerance, Rule of law 

and Democracy) 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design  
• Recognising and writing our own 

names 
• Getting to recognise other 

children’ names 
• Starting to introduce letter 

sounds  
• Listening to stories and rhymes 
• Writing lists and labels 
• Letters and Sounds phase 2 and 3 

 

• Recite numbers to 20 and beyond 
• Say and use number in songs, 

rhymes and stories. 
• Count up to objects up to 30 in a 

line, or by moving them. 
• Count out up to 30 objects from a 

larger set (know when to stop!). 
• Begin to match numerals to the 

number in a set.  
• Order numerals to 30. 
• Count on from any number to 30. 
• Say the next number (i.e. say the 

number after a given number up to 
10 without counting from 1). 

• Ourselves –   
• Our bodies; senses, body parts, 

bones  
• (BV: Individual liberty). 
• Our families; who’s who, other 

families  
• (BV: Mutual respect and 

tolerance). 
• looking after ourselves; washing, 

hygiene routines, healthy eating 
• Finding out about Senses 
• Computers – how to use the 

mouse, choose a program, using 
the drawing program 

• Drawing – self-portrait, our 
families  

• (BV: Individual liberty) 
• Role play – home corner and school  
• (BV: Mutual respect and 

tolerance). 
• Painting – easel; colours, mixing 

colours 
• Making funny faces biscuits 
• Collage – plate faces, collage 

bodies 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Reception Long Term Matrix 2020 2021 

Spring Term Topic: Dangerous Dinosaurs 
                                 Mini Beasts 
Communication and Language Physical Development Personal, social and emotional development  

• Look and discuss pictures  
• Sing rhymes  
• Talk about differences and similarities 
• Sequence the events in stories and say what 

happens in the beginning, middle and end. 
• Record each other talking about topic  

 

• Travelling in different ways, jumping, running, 
hopping, skipping. and crawling 

• copy a movement idea from a partner; 
• listen and respond well to instructions.  
• (BV: Rule of law and Democracy) 
• Different ways of travelling under, over and 

round 
• Jumping and landing safely 

• play co-operatively, taking turns with others.  
take account of one another’s ideas about how to 
organise their activity.  

• (BV: Mutual respect and tolerance) 
• show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings. 
• (BV: Mutual respect and tolerance) 
• form positive relationships with adults and other 

children.  
• (BV: Mutual respect and tolerance) 
• SEAL: Relationships and Going for Goals 
• (BV: Rule of law, Democracy, Mutual respect and 

tolerance). 
Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design  

• Letters and Sounds 
• Writing labels and captions.  
• Guided reading 
• Cursive handwriting practise 
• Writing captions and sentences 

with finger spaces and some 
punctuation. 

• Writing for a purpose – dinosaur 
posters 

• Writing for a purpose – describe 
mini beasts 

 
 
 

• Recite numbers to 50. 
• Count back from at least 20 to 

zero. 
• Order numerals to at least 30. 
• Count up to 30 objects. 
• Ordinal numbers. 
• Begin to estimate quantities, e.g. 

choose from 5, 10 or 20. 
• Count actions and sounds. 
• Sort and describe 2D shapes. 
• Symmetry. 
• Name rectangles, squares, circles 

and triangles. 
• Sort other objects using given 

criteria. 

• Find out about dinosaurs and 
where they used to live 

• look at the features of the 
dinosaur and compare to what 
they look  

• Look at nonfiction books and 
videos to find information about 
dinosaurs. 

• Talk about where the dinosaurs 
lived and where they would live 
now 

• Label and draw dinosaurs.  
• Listen to dinosaur roars and 

record myself making different 
roars. 

• To learn a range of dinosaur songs 
and rhymes. 

• To identify the rhythm and pace 
of a song. 

• Create fossils using salt dough 
• To explore how colours are mixed 
• To make 3d dinosaurs from a 

range of different materials 
• Paint 2d pictures of dinosaurs. 
• Make dinosaur bones from straws. 
• Dinosaur masks. 
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Summer Term Topic: On the farm 
                         Under the sea 
Communication and Language Physical Development Personal, social and emotional 

development  
• Role Play area (children’s interests)  
• (BV: Individual liberty, Mutual Respect and 

Tolerance). 
• Rhyme times/learning rhymes. 
• Re-telling favourite stories with 
• puppets/small world figures. 
• Circle time conversations  
• (BV: Mutual respect and tolerance, Rule of 

law and Democracy) 

• Focus: This unit aims to encourage children to: 
experience modified running, jumping and throwing 
activities.  

• accurately replicate running challenges and competitions 
• engage in performing, measuring and understanding 

outcomes of performance 
• develop the ability to follow rules safely and handle 

equipment correctly.  
• (BV: Rule of law) 
• Vocabulary: run, jump, throw, catch, putt, stance, 

distance, follow through, pace, personal best 

• SEAL: Good to be Me, Changes  
• (BV: Mutual respect and tolerance, Rule of 

law, Democracy and Individual liberty). 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design  
• Letters and Sounds 
• Writing captions and sentences 
• with finger spaces and some punctuation. 
• Guided reading 
• Cursive handwriting practise 
• Reading a range of stories and predicting 
the endings. Use well known stories with 
alternative endings. 

 
 
 
 

• Shapes: Sort objects using their own 
criteria. 
• Add 1, 2 or 3 to any number to 30 by 
counting on. 
• Doubles 
• Create and complete repeating patterns 
with two or three colours 
• Count pairs of animals – link to Noah’s 
ark  
• Record numbers to thirty  

• Developing an understanding of growth in 
animals and life cycles including 
butterflies & frogs 
• Finding out about different animals and 
their needs  
• Matching animals and their babies 
• Visit to a farm 
• Finding out about different creatures 
that live under the sea 
• Finding out about environments that 
animals and sea creatures need  
 

• Observational drawings of animals  
• Cooking activities – use and identify the 
correct tools/equipment. 
• Make play dough / model air animals and 
sea creatures – fine motor skill 
development  
• Gardening outside 
 

 


