
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Learning Goal: Understanding the World |People, Culture and Communities  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;  
 Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class;  
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.  

 

KS1 National Curriculum Aims                                                 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United 
Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic 
subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical 
geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-
hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness 

KS2 National Curriculum Aims                             

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond 
the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North 
and South America. This will include the location and 
characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human 
and physical features. They should develop their locational and 
place knowledge. 

 

LTP: Geography 
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Locational Knowledge: 
Observe, find out 
about, and identify 
features in the place 
they live and in the 
natural world.  
 
Encourage children to 
express opinions on 
natural and built 
environments and give 
opportunities for 
them to hear 
different points of 
view on the quality of 
the environment. 
 
Identify and name 
different types of 
weather. 
 
Recognise some 
environments that are 
different to the one 
they live in.  Show 
care and concern for 
living things. 

Locational Knowledge:  
Name and locate the world’s 
seven continents and five 
oceans. 
 
Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities 
of the United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas.  
 
 
 
 

Locational 
Knowledge: Name 
and locate main 
countries and 
continents that are 
home to major 
rivers.  

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Name and locate 
countries and 
cities of the 
United Kingdom, 
geographical 
regions and 
their identifying 
human and 
physical 
characteristics, 
key 
topographical 
features, and 
land use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
features have 
changed over 
time. 
 

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Locate the 
world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities.  
 

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Identify the 
position and 
significance of 
latitude, 
longitude, 
Equator, 
Northern 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn, 
Arctic and 
Antarctic 
Circle, the 
Prime/ 
Greenwich 
Meridian time 
zones.  
  

Locational 
Knowledge: 
Locate the 
world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
North and South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities.  
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Place Knowledge: 
Observe and identify 
features in the place 
they live and the 
natural world. Talk 
about growth and 
decay.  
 
Talk about features.  
 
Help children to find 
out about the 
environment by talking 
to people, examining 
photographs and 
simple maps, and 
visiting local places.  
 
Talk about some 
similarities and 
differences between 
their local 
environment and that 
of other countries 
they come across in 
books.  
 

Place Knowledge:  
Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human 
and physical geography of a 
small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area 
in a contrasting Non-
European country.  
 
 

Place Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences between 
populated areas, 
identifying human 
and physical 
geography. 

Place 
Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United Kingdom, 
a region in a 
European 
Country.  

Place 
Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United Kingdom, 
a region in a 
European 
Country.  

Place 
Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
tropical and 
polar region. 
 

Place 
Knowledge: 
Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United Kingdom, 
a region within 
North or South 
America.   
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Human and Physical 
Geography: 
Identify seasonal 
patterns – focusing on 

Human and Physical 
Geography: Identify 
seasonal and daily weather 

Human and Physical 
Geography: 
Identify seasonal 
and daily weather 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 

Human and 
Physical 
Geography: 
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plants and animals. 
Understand the 
effect of changing 
seasons on the natural 
world. Link different 
types of weather to 
different seasons. 
 
Explore their local 
environment and talk 
about the changes 
they see.  
 
Talk about the 
similarities and 
differences between 
them and their 
friends and well as 
looking at photos of 
children and places 
around the world. 

patterns in the United 
Kingdom.  
 
 

patterns in the 
United Kingdom and 
the location of hot 
and cold areas of 
the world in relation 
to the equator and 
the North and South 
Poles.  
 
Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary (see 
vocabulary section).  
 
 

Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography. 
 
Describe and 
understand 
human 
geography 
including, types 
of settlement 
and land use, 
trade links. 
 

Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
climate zones, 
rivers, 
mountains, 
earthquakes, 
and the water 
cycle.  
 
Describe and 
understand 
human 
geography 
including, types 
of settlement 
and land use, 
trade links and 
the distribution 
of natural 
resources 
including water. 
 

Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
climate zones, 
vegetation 
belts and 
biomes.  
 
Describe and 
understand 
human 
geography 
including, types 
of settlement 
and land use, 
trade links and 
the 
distribution of 
natural 
resources 
including food, 
minerals, and 
water. 

Describe and 
understand 
physical 
geography, 
climate zones, 
vegetation belts 
and biomes.  
 
Describe and 
understand 
human 
geography 
including, the 
distribution of 
natural 
resources 
including food, 
minerals and 
water economic 
activity including 
trade links. 
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Geographical Skills 
and Fieldwork: 
Observe and identify 
features in the place 
they live and the 
natural world and 
identify similarities 

Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork:  
Use world maps, atlases, and 
globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the 
countries, continents, and 

Geographical Skills 
and Fieldwork: 
Use simple compass 
directions (North, 
South, East and 
West) and locational 
directional language 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Use maps 
atlases, globes, 
and digital/ 
computer 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Use maps 
atlases, globes, 
and digital/ 
computer 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Use maps 
atlases, globes, 
and digital/ 
computer 

Geographical 
Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Use maps 
atlases, globes, 
and digital/ 
computer 
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and difference in the 
natural world.  
 
Draw information 
from simple maps. 
 
Find out about their 
environment and talk 
about features they 
like and dislike.  
 
Talk about why some 
things happen e.g. 
melting, freezing, 
floating, sinking. 
 
Explore the natural 
world around them, 
making observations 
and drawing pictures 
of animals and plants.  
 

oceans studies at this key 
stage.  

to describe the 
location of features 
on a map.  
 
Use Ariel 
photographs and 
plan perspectives o 
recognise landmarks 
and basic human and 
physical features; 
devise a simple map; 
and use and 
construct basic 
symbols in a key.  
 
Use simple fieldwork 
and observational 
skills to study the 
geography of their 
school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its 
surrounding 
environment 

mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features 
studied. 
Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, four 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols, and key 
to build their 
knowledge of 
the United 
Kingdom and the 
wider world. 

mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features 
studied. 
Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, four 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols, and key 
to build their 
knowledge of 
the United 
Kingdom and the 
wider world. 

mapping to 
locate 
countries and 
describe 
features 
studied. 
Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, six 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols, and 
key to build 
their 
knowledge of 
the United 
Kingdom and 
the wider 
world.  
 
Use fieldwork 
to observe, 
measure, 
record and 
present the 
human and 
physical 
features in the 
local area using 
a range of 
methods, 

mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features 
studied. 
Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, six 
figure grid 
references, 
symbols, and key 
to build their 
knowledge of 
the United 
Kingdom and the 
wider world.  
 
Use fieldwork to 
observe, 
measure, record 
and present the 
human and 
physical 
features in the 
local area using a 
range of 
methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans, 
graphs, and 
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including 
sketch maps, 
plans, graphs, 
and digital 
technologies 

digital 
technologies 
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Autumn 
House, river, map, 
farm. 
 
Spring 
Country, world, same, 
different, shop. 
 
Summer 
Beach, area, England, 
soil. 

Autumn 
Geography, atlas, globe, 
ocean, sea, artic, Earth, land, 
forest. 
 
Spring 
Continent, United Kingdom, 
equator, Europe, Africa, 
North and South America, 
Australia, mountain. 
 
Summer 
Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, capital, cities, island, 
town, season and weather. 

Autumn 
Compass, North, 
South, East, West, 
compass rose. 
 
Spring 
Symbols, key, local, 
border, street map, 
hill, village, office, 
factory. 
 
Summer 
Coast, cliff, estuary, 
mouth, source, Tees, 
bank, current, river, 
valley, port, harbour.  

Autumn 
North-east, 
South-east, 
North-west, 
South-west. 
 
Spring 
True North, 
Magnetic North, 
ordnance survey.  
 
Summer 
Volcano, 
earthquake, 
tectonic plates, 
fault, elevation.  

 Autumn 
Climate, 
hemisphere, 
time zones, 
contour lines. 
 
Spring 
Route, plot, grid 
reference, scale. 
 
Summer 
Settlement, 
migration, 
immigration, 
refugee, 
poverty. 

Autumn 
Degree of 
latitude, 
degree of 
longitude. 
 
Spring 
Prime, 
Greenwich and 
Meridian time 
zones. 
 
Summer 
Northern 
hemisphere, 
southern 
hemisphere, 
cartography. 

Autumn 
Human 
characteristics, 
natural 
characteristics. 
 
Spring 
Fieldwork, 
surveillance, 
GPS. 
 
Summer 
Export, import, 
fossil fuel, trade 
links, 
sustainability, 
biomes. 
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Visit a local fire 
station. 
 
People who help us ~ 
School visit. 
 
Local area walks. 
 

Our area map creating 
lesson. 
 
Life centre (seasons and 
weather workshop) 
https://education.life.org.uk
/plan-a-visit 
 

Tees River trust 
(River Lab). 
 
Beach Visit. 
 
Source Visit.  

Orienteering.  
 
 

Life Centre. 
 
 

Life Centre, 
Space and the 
world from 
Space.  
 
Eaglescliffe 
Space Maps. 
 

Tesco farm to 
fork  
Educational visit. 
 
Residential trip 
consolidation of 
skills taught in 
KS2.  

https://education.life.org.uk/plan-a-visit
https://education.life.org.uk/plan-a-visit
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Map work to use on 
the school grounds or 
in local area.  

 
 

Orienteering.  
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 People who help me. 
 
Space 
 
The Zoo 
 
Pirates 

UK and our Area. 
 
Weather and Seasons. 

Rivers and Coast. Extreme Earth. Settlements 
around the 
World. 

Mapping our 
World. 

Natural 
resources and 
Sustainable 
Living.  


