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The Links Primary School Autumn Term 1 2024 

Theme 
Me and my school 

 

Key Texts All about me 
You and me 

Starting school Children’s Choice 
The day the crayons 
went to school
  
 

Growing plants Enormous turnip Harvest festival Den making 

Additional Texts / 
Nursery Rhymes 

Information Texts about bones, teeth, healthy books, houses, building, patterns, shapes in the areas 
Nursery rhymes and counting songs 
PSED story books 
 

 Key Vocabulary 
Body, face, jump, run, walk, sleep, eat, feelings, sad, happy, worried, changes, new experiences, 

friends, families, home, characteristics’ of learning, Autumn, signs,  plants, vegetables, turnips, 

leeks, harvest. 

Key questions 
What is different in your new class? How do you feel today? 
What are you good at? 
What things can you do with your body? 
Who is at school? What areas do we have in school? 
What changes are happening outside? 
What special things happen in September and October? 
What are the rules at school? 
What can we do inside? 
What can we do outside? 
How do we learn? 

 Key Facts 
Starting school can make us feel happy, sad and worried, 
The weather, plants and animals change in Autumn. 
We start school in September. 
Halloween is in October. 
Harvest festical is gathering of crops. 
We use vegetables to make food such as soups. 
Seeds turn into plants. 
Describe the school setting. 
To know the school rules. 

Important events 
 
Start school 
Halloween 
Harvest festival 

Personal Social 
and Emotional  
 

Able to approach an adult if they feel upset about something, seek emotional support for themselves and to ask for there needs to 
be met 
Wait for their turn for resources  
Follow simple one step instructions e.g. time to tidy your area 
Able to separate from their main carer happily and come into school independently.  
Can take coat on and off and hang it up on their own peg.  
Learn and follow the school rules and routines such as lunchtime, outdoors, in the classroom.  
Can communicate their need to go to the toilet, or when asking for help  
Can select the resources they need 
Interact with peers  
Has at least one friend whom they chose to play alongside  
Able to approach an adult if they feel upset about something, seek emotional support for themselves.  

Ongoing Activities –  
Circle Time 
Jigsaw 
Classroom Routines 
Mr Men characteristics 



3 

 

Able to put their hand up and not shout out when wanting to contribute.  
Communicate about home and family 

Physical 
Development  
 

Gross motor skills 
Experiment in moving in different ways-rolling, walking, 
running, skipping, crawling, jumping, hopping and climbing. 
Be aware of people around them.  
Work together safely to move equipment safely such as 
planks, crates and large blocks outside.  
Being able to make large muscle movements with control.  
Confidently use a range of large apparatus indoors and 
outside, alone and in a group. 
Explore a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, 
kicking, passing and batting. 

Fine motor skills 
Draw lines and circles using anti-clockwise movements.  
Write some letters in their name.  
Make snips with scissors.  
Use a fork and spoon to eat with and begin to use a knife.  
Put on their own coat and fasten their zip.   
Dress with help.  
Become more independent in managing their own hygiene needs 
such as going to the toilet, washing hands etc.  
Remain dry and clean throughout the day. 

Classroom routines – lining up 
Weekly PE 
Indoor and outdoor activities  
Tooth brushing  
Hand washing 
Finger gym activities 
Letter join 
Fine motor skills activities  
 

Communication 
and Language 

Able to attend to simple stories and display an increasing ability to listen.  Able to engage in rhyming activities.  
Beginning to understand and respond to questions with increasing accuracy (what, why, where, when, who and how.  
Responds to two and progressively multiple step instructions. 
Able to talk ‘with’ and not just ‘to’ a peer  
Respond to questions from an adult as part of a conversation 

Role play area Home 
Acts out home 
experiences 

Children vote and decide on role play -such as castle, doctors, witches spell room. 
Uses a variety of language in play and role play to recreate situations 
Builds up new vocabulary relating to role play 

Literacy School Phonics 
Scheme  
Review Phase 1 

Baseline Introduce Phase 2 
Phonics sessions 

Phase 2 sounds 
Tricky words I go no to the into 

Understand print has meaning, print can have different purposes, we read English text form left to right and from 
top to bottom, the names of the different parts of a book, page sequencing.  
Develop their phonological awareness, clap syllables in a word, recognise words with the same initial sound, such 
as money and mother.  
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them – s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o  
Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences.  
 

Writing  
Composes ideas 
orally. Identify 
sounds they hear. 

Mark making Patterns Label body parts Write about the 
Autumn walk 

Write about 
Autumn 

Write name Write cvc words 
Record initial sounds 

 Write some letters from their name from memory.  
Copy write their Christian name and begin to write it from memory.  
Awareness of the language up, down, round, back, under,   
Begin to form lower-case letters correctly as they learn the sounds s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o,  
Write CVC words by segmenting the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s  
Understand that a sentence is a complete thought and it must make sense.  Compose a sentence orally and have a go at writing it down  
Begin to represent some sounds correctly in their writing e.g initial sounds   
 Orally compose a sentence using a high frequency words  
Copy write common high frequency words matched to the school’s phonic programme as they are taught 

Mathematics 
 

Number songs Baseline Baseline Same and different Compare size and 
length 

Compare patterns Compare number and 
amount 

Compare weight and 
capacity 

Ongoing counting 
skills 

Numbers in the 
environment 

Number games Recognise and name numbers 0 to 5 – when 
not in order  
Counting,1:1 correspondence to 5  

Count on and back in 1s from any number to 
10 – visual aid and fingers Know by heart 
the number before and after numbers to 5  

Count by rote forwards and backwards to 10 – visual 
aid  
Hold fingers up correctly for each number to 10  
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Know that anything can be counted (to 5) 
claps, drum beats…  

Chant rhymes involving numbers e.g. 1, 2 
buckle my shoe…  

Understand that zero means nothing  
Match numeral to quantity to 5  

Understanding 
the World  

Look at a personal 
family photograph 
of a familiar event 
including 
themselves and 
describe the 
situation and people 
it shows. 
. 
 
 

Children share and 
discuss pictures of 
their family and 
listen to other 
members of the 
class.  
Technology- Play 
phones. 

Understand and talk 
about being similar 
and different to 
each other and 
among families, 
communities. 
Technology-how to 
use the IWB 
carefully. 

Talk about members 
of their immediate 
family and 
community. 
 
Technology –
introduce keyboard. 

Children are able to 
describe their 
immediate 
environment–link to 
Eaglescliffe, houses 
and house numbers. 
Look at maps of 
Eaglescliife and the 
world to find where 
we live. 
Technology-how to 
take a photograph. 

Bring in donations 
for Harvest festival-
discuss giving to 
others. 
Begin to describe 
weather and 
seasonal changes on 
Autumn walk 
Name some simple 
parts of plants and 
animals. 

Talk about growth and 
decay.  
Talk about things they 
have observed.  
 
Technology- iPad for 
LEXIA and Doodle 
bug. 

Black history 
To listen to stories about 
significant people from 
current day. 
Technology- iPad for LEXIA 
and Doodle bug. 
 

Expressive Arts 
and Design  

Use circles and lines 
to draw a self-
portrait. 

Use circles and lines 
to draw a self-
portrait. 

Use paints, crayons 
or pencils to draw 
family. 

Explore chalks and 
black paper to make 
patterns. 

Explore mixing 
Autumn colours and 
different shades of 
red, green and 
brown. 

Explore printing 
with leaves and 
cones. 

Use conkers, sticks 
and leaves to make a 
picture. Look at Andy 
Goldworth art work. 

Use tools for a purpose to 
scoop out pumpkin. make 
spider webs using glitter and 
glue. 

Ongoing Create pictures and models using a range of resources from their own ideas  
Be able to talk about what they have made and why they have made it  
Explore a range of materials in their environment and make things with these, describing why they have chosen what they have chosen.  
Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent objects 
Uses tools and explores colour and shape in playdough 
To explore instruments and join in with nursery rhymes 

Music  Singing/ Musical Knowledge and Skills 
Join in clapping patterns 
Listen to sound patterns 
Listens to a range of music types and instruments 
Join in simple songs/rhymes 



5 

 

The Links Primary School Autumn Term 2 -2024 

Theme 
Celebrations 

Key Texts Meg and Mog Diwali/Bonfire stories Scarecrows wedding Snappy Birthday Stickman Kippers 
Christmas Eve 

First Christmas 

Additional Texts / 
Nursery Rhymes 

Non -fiction books 
Books about festivals 
Trees 
Bears 
Poetry 
Firework Poems 
Nursery Rhymes 

Non -fiction books 
Celebrations 
Poetry 
Christmas Poems 
Nursery Rhymes 
 
 

 Key Vocabulary 
celebrate, celebration,  festival, religion, tradition, belief, Church, temple, party, invitation 
Family, Santa, Father Christmas, elves, reindeer, workshop, sleigh, bells, letters, lists, 
Mary, joseph, Jesus, Angel, wise men, stable, gifts, presents, stockings, traditions, food, 
decorations, tree, star, New year. Fireworks, celebration, 

Key questions 
What do your family celebrate? 
How do you celebrate special occasions? 
Do we all celebrate the same events and in the same way? 
How do we celebrate Christmas? 
 What was the first Christmas? 
Why do we give presents? 
What do you want for Christmas? 

How do you celebrate Christmas and new year? 

 

 

 Sticky knowledge 
To use vocabulary describing woods and positional language. 
To use language in role- play and retelling stories. 
To know about and begin to talk about events such as Firework night, Poppy day, Diwali. 
To share and listen to stories about past and Remembrance Day 
To know there are different celebrations and faiths 
To describe how we celebrate  
To talk about their pictures and models. 

We celebrate Christmas and New Year with presents, food, decorations and 
firework. 
Families come together and celebrate and give presents 
Winter is colder and darker, sometimes there is snow and frost 
Trees are bare and some animals hibernate 

Important events 
Firework night 
Poppy day 
Diwali  
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Name the four seasons 
Jesus was born on the first Christmas, he got 3 presents gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. 
Name some months, December  
January is the first month of the year 
The year is 2022 

 

Personal Social 
and Emotional  
 

Building Relationships 
Can work alongside peers, sometime interacting 
but consumed in own agenda  
Interact with peers  
Has at least one friend whom they chose to play 
alongside  
 Able to approach an adult if they feel upset 
about something, seek emotional support for 
themselves.  
 Able to put their hand up and not shout out 
when wanting to contribute.  
Gain attention through words and gesture 
Communicate about home and family 

Self-regulation 
Able to approach an adult if they feel 
upset about something, seek 
emotional support for themselves and 
to ask for there needs to be met 
Wait for their turn for resources  
When completing a task ensure that 
the task is completed which could 
include reminders and wait for an 
adult before moving on  
Know the teachers cue for attention 
and follow the expectations 
associated with this. Give reminders 
where needed.  
Follow simple one step instructions 
e.g. time to tidy your area 

Managing Self 
Can take coat on and off and hang it up 
on their own peg.  
Learn and follow the school rules and 
routines such as lunchtime, outdoors, in 
the classroom.  
Can communicate their need to go to the 
toilet, or when asking for help. 
Can select the resources they need. 

Ongoing Activities –  
Circle Time 
Jigsaw 
Classroom Routines 
Mr Men characteristics 
Brushing teeth 

Physical 
Development  
 

Gross motor skills 
Experiment in moving in different ways-rolling, walking, running, skipping, crawling, 
jumping, hopping and climbing. 
Be aware of people around them.  
Work together safely to move equipment safely such as planks, crates and large blocks 
outside.  
Being able to make large muscle movements with control.  
Confidently use a range of large apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group. 
Explore a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing and batting. 

Fine motor skills 
Draw lines and circles using anti-clockwise 
movements.  
Write their name.  
Make snips with scissors.  
Use a fork and spoon to eat with and 
begin to use a knife.  
Put on their own coat and fasten their zip.   
Dress with help.  
Become more independent in managing 
their own hygiene needs such as going to 
the toilet, washing hands etc.  
Remain dry and clean throughout the day. 

Classroom routines – lining up 
Weekly PE 
Indoor and outdoor activities  
Tooth brushing  
Hand washing 
Finger gym activities 
Dough disco and Squiggle while you Wiggle 
Fine motor skills activities  
 

Communication  
Language 

 Speaking 
Look at and listen carefully to the person they are speaking to. 
Begin to learn new vocabulary – identified through subject planning  
Wait for their turn to speak and respond appropriately  
Speak in a full sentence using the correct tense and word order, e.g., describe an object 
and compare it to another – when prompted or supported  
Begin to develop their own narratives  
Begin to connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives – and, then  
Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities. Explain how 
things work and how they might happen  
Learn and recites a nursery rhyme 
Uses a variety of language in play and role play to recreate situations 

 Listening, attention and understanding 
Able to attend to simple stories and 
display an increasing ability to listen.  Able 
to engage in rhyming activities.  
Beginning to understand and respond to 
questions with increasing accuracy (what, 
why, where, when, who and how.  
Responds to two and progressively 
multiple step instructions. 
Able to talk ‘with’ and not just ‘to’ a peer  
Respond to questions from an adult as 
part of a conversation 

On going 
Listen to their friends share news and experiences 
Listen to class assemblies 
Jigsaw 
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Literacy Comprehension 
Understand print has meaning, print can have different purposes, we read English text 
form left to right and from top to bottom, the names of the different parts of a book, 
page sequencing  
Engage in story times and books.  
Enjoys an increasing range of print and digital books, both fiction and non-fiction 
Join in with predictable words, phrases and refrains  
Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound  
Begin to answer simple questions about a familiar book/text orally  
Begin to listen to and talk about simple and topic related non-fiction books to develop a 
deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary Understand how to listen carefully 
and why listening is important. 
Retell a story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact 
repetition and some in their own words.  
 Sequence three pictures in order from a very familiar and well-known story – beginning, 
middle and end  
Identify the main characters in a familiar story/traditional tale  
Begin to make simple predictions about how the story might end  
Able to retell/join in with retelling three traditional tales – e.g., Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 

Word reading 
Understand print has meaning, print can 
have different purposes, we read English 
text form left to right and from top to 
bottom, the names of the different parts 
of a book, page sequencing.  
Develop their phonological awareness, 
clap syllables in a word, recognise words 
with the same initial sound, such as 
money and mother.  
Read individual letters by saying the 
sounds for them – s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o, 
c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss, j, v, w, x, y, 
z, zz  
Blend sounds into words, so that they can 
read short words made up of known 
letter-sound correspondences.  
Read a few common exception words 
matched to the school’s phonic 
programme –Tricky words: the, to, go, no, 
I, into  
Hears and says the initial sound in words 

Reading 
Write some letters from their name from memory.  
Copy write their Christian name and begin to write it from memory.  
Awareness of the language up, down, round, back, under…. 
 to form lower-case letters correctly as they learn the sounds (s, a, t, p, 
I, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss, j, v, w, x, y, z, zz   
Write CVC words by segmenting the sounds and then writing the sound 
with letter/s  
Understand that a sentence is a complete thought and it must make 
sense.  Compose a sentence orally and have a go at writing it down  
Begin to represent some sounds correctly in their writing e.g initial 
sounds   
 Orally compose a sentence using a high frequency words  
Copy write common high frequency words matched to the school’s 
phonic programme as they are taught 

Mathematics 
 

Number 
Recognise and name numbers 0 to 5 – when not 
in order  
Counting,1:1 correspondence to 5 - how many?  
Counting,1:1 correspondence to 5 – give me?  
Know that anything can be counted (to 5) claps, 
drum beats…  
Count an irregular arrangement to 5  
Understand that zero means nothing  
Match numeral to quantity to 5 – concrete and 
visual  
Display a deep understanding of the 
composition of numbers to 5  
Solve addition and subtraction calculations to 5 
- practically and visually Find 1 more and 1 less 
numbers to 5 (NP) – using concrete and number 
line Addition facts to 5 (fingers to help)  
Subtraction facts to 5 (fingers to help)  
Number bonds to 2, 3 and 4 (using concrete 
aids to help)  
Subitise to 5 - dots on a die, Numicom piece, 
ten-frame,  
Begin to understand double 1,2,3 and halving 
even numbers to 6 
 

Numerical pattern 
Count by rote forwards and 
backwards to 10 – visual aid  
Hold fingers up correctly for each 
number to 10  
Count on and back in 1s from any 
number to 10 – visual aid and fingers   
Know by heart the number before and 
after numbers to 5  
Chant rhymes involving numbers e.g. 
1, 2 buckle my shoe…  
Chant a number song involving even/ 
odd numbers 

Shape, space and measure 
Measure 
Becomes familiar with measuring tools in everyday experiences and play Is increasingly able to order and sequence 
events using everyday language related to time   
Spatial Awareness  
Uses spatial language, including following and giving directions, using relative terms  
Uses informal language and analogies, (e.g. heart-shaped and hand-shaped leaves), as well as mathematical terms to 
describe shapes  
 

Understanding the 
World  

Past and Present  People, Culture and Communities  The Natural World 
Understand the need to show respect for 
animals and the natural world.  

Technology 
Completes a simple program on electronic devices  
Uses ICT hardware to interact with age appropriate computer software  
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Understand and talk about being similar and 
different to each other and among families, 
communities. 
Children begin to develop positive attitudes 
about the differences between people.  
Know about some key events that happen in 
the autumn term, e.g. Remembrance Day, 
bonfire night or other topical events (PPC)  
Share stories from the past linked to the history 
curriculum progression and talk about what 
they 

Children know that there are different 
countries and these make up the 
world.  
Find out where people were born and 
plot these on a world map  
Children are able to describe their 
immediate environment and are able 
to use new vocabulary where 
appropriate and draw their version of 
the immediate environment  
Children begin to develop an 
understanding of different religious 
occasions from around the world. – 
i.e. Harvest Celebration, Diwali and 
Christmas – linked to SACRE and class 
context  
To know about some key events that 
happen in the autumn term 

Identify similarities and differences in the 
natural world.  
Explore different materials.  
Talk about the differences between 
materials.  
 
Talk about things they have observed. 
Identify and name different types of 
weather.  
Explore scientific experimentations e.g. 
Magnets, ramps, floating etc 
Name some simple parts of plants and 
animals 
 
 

 

Expressive Arts 
and Design  

Creating with Materials Children  
Create pictures and models using a range of resources from their own ideas  
Be able to talk about what they have made and why they have made it  
Explore a range of materials in their environment and make things with these, describing 
why they have chosen what they have chosen.  
Create closed shapes with continuous lines and begin to use these shapes to represent 
objects 
Explores materials to make sounds. 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Singing/ Musical Knowledge and Skills 
Know the difference between singing and shouting  
Join in and perform nursery rhymes  
Explore and play with a range of musical instruments – being able to match the sound to the instrument following 
play opportunities. Describe simple sounds. 
Listens to a range of music types – recognise that they are different  
Dance:  
Copy a simple taught dance to music – watching and matching  
Children able to freely respond to music through dance  
Imaginative Narrative:  
Join in with refrains from stories  
Invent narratives in the role play, small world areas and using props with peers and teachers 
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The Links Primary School Spring Term 1 2025 

Theme 
Community 

Key Texts  
Home 
3 little pigs 
 

The Journey Trainride River Zog and the Flying Doctors 
The Hospital Dog 

Around the town 

Additional Texts / 
Nursery Rhymes 

Non -fiction books 
 
Poetry 
Seasons 

 Key Vocabulary 
 Eaglescliffe, Yarm, Stockton, England, community, town, 
city, shops, golf course, park, River Tees, railway, 
professions, past, emergency, hygiene, law 

Key questions 

Where do you live? 

Who is in our community? 

What different professions are there? 

Who in our community can help us? 

What profession would you like to do when you grow up and why? 

How has our community changed? 
 
What things can you visit near us? 

 Key Facts 
 

Important events 
Art week 
Chinese New Year 
Spring day 

Personal Social and 
Emotional  
 

Building Relationships 
Can work with another child to complete a 
task, whether child led or adult  
Interact with friends sometimes leading the 
play but also coping when the play is led by 
other children. Adults may resolve conflict 
issues  
Work with adults familiar to them in the 
setting to complete tasks  
Has a friendship group and willing to work 
with peers 
Understand the effect that they can have on 
others emotions  
Comfort others 

Self-regulation 
Be aware of emotional support 
requirements for others and 
begin to understand the effect 
that they can have on others 
emotions  
Begin to listen to other children 
or groups and wait to have their 
turn to speak  
Begin sharing with their peers 
with support of adults  
Stay and complete the task 
without reminders for a given 
amount of time  

Managing Self 
Open to trying new activities and giving 
new experiences a go.  
Describe what they are good at 
Have a clear idea what they want to play 
Understand why we need rules and how 
they help to- keep us safe.  
Begin to zip coats, put on shoes and take 
off jumpers etc 
Looking after their clothes and belongings 

Ongoing Activities –  
Practise calming breathing and exercises 
Be aware of changes in body  
Follow the school rules Show me five 
Refer to class rules Be Ready, Be Respectful, Be Safe when discussing 
behaviour and incidents 
Jigsaw- 
Use vocabulary linked to emotions and relationships 
Understand that actions have consequences.   
Discuss positive and negative feelings.  
Discuss ways of dealing with positive and negative feelings.   
Discuss how to show feelings. 
Build positive friendships and relationships 
Coping with tricky situations 



10 

 

Start to listen to other children and wait to 
have their turn to speak  
Start initiating and negotiating with regard to 
sharing with their peers 
Recognise they are part of a family, 
community, social group 

Follow the cue for attention and 
follow the expectations 
associated with this.  
Follow simple two step 
instructions 

Follow the Twinkl celebration calendar- find out about and celebrate these 

Physical 
Development  
 

Gross motor skills 
Revise the fundamental movement skills of rolling, walking, running and skipping, 
slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, jumping, hopping and climbing  
To be able to throw and catch a large ball, 
Kick, roll, push and pull objects with control 
Confidently use a range of large and small apparatus indoors  
Travels with confidence around, under, over and through balancing/climbing 
equipment 
Beginning to develop an overall body strength, coordination, balance and agility  
Develop a range of ball skills: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting and 
aiming. 
Shows an understanding of safety begins to take action 
 

Fine motor skills 
Begin to use a range of tools with more 
accuracy e.g. pencils, brushes, scissors, 
tweezers  
Beginning to use a dominant hand.  
Begin to draw recognisable pictures.  
Begin to use a knife to cut their food.  
Confidently and safely use large and small 
apparatus outside.  
Write their names forming the letters 
correctly 
Form recognisable letters 
Dress themselves including fastening zips 
and buttons 
Go to the toilet independently and wash 
their hands 

Classroom routines – lining up 
Weekly PE 
Indoor and outdoor activities  
Tooth brushing  
Hand washing 
Finger gym activities 
Know why we warm up and cool down 
Stretch in different ways 
Recognise some changes in their body during exercise Participate in games 
using dance, gymnastics, and sport and athletics skills. 
Able to make own risk assessments 

Communication  
Language 

 Speaking 
Uses new taught vocabulary in context  
Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives – and, then, 
but, that  
Describe events in some detail  
Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences – use complete 
sentences in their everyday talk  
Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities. Explain 
how things work and how they might happen  
Retell a story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as 
exact repetition and some in their own words  
Learn rhymes, poems and songs – 5 a day – nursery rhyme, poem, rap, story, song 
Introduces a narrative or story line in their play 

 Listening, attention and understanding 
Able to follow a story without pictures or 
props 
Able to engage in rhyming activities and 
display an increasing knowledge and 
awareness of rhyme. 
Able to recall simple stories and develop 
comprehension of story events. Able to 
listen attentively and talk about the 
content of non-fiction books 
Listens and responds to ideas expressed by 
others in conversation or discussion 

On going 
Listen to their friends share news and experiences 
Listen to class assemblies 
Jigsaw 

Role play area Campsite 
 

Literacy Comprehension 
Re-read books based on their phonic ability to build up their confidence in word 
reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment  
Read and understand simple phrases and sentences – based on their phonic 
ability  
Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their 
experiences of reading 
Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary   
Listen to and talk about simple and topic related non-fiction books to develop a 
deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary 
Join in with and continue predictable words, phrases and refrains  
Answer simple questions about a familiar book/text orally  

Word reading 
To recognise all Phase 2 sounds and some 
digraphs Phase 3– qu, ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee,  
To be able to read some tricky words 
Aware of print and begins to read labels, 
instructions, signs, envelopes, etc. 

Writing 
Write Christian name accurately and from memory using capital letter 
Form lower-case letters accurately when copying a model  
Write taught digraphs and tri-graphs by copying a model  
Write CVC words by segmenting the sounds  
Compose a simple sentence orally and hold it with support 
Compose a sentence orally and have a go at writing it down  
Begin to spell some tricky words matched to the school’s phonic 
programme as they are taught  
Gives meaning to the marks they make as they draw, write, paint and type 
using a keyboard or touch-screen technology 
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Read and understand phrases and captions – link directly to their phonic 
knowledge stage of development  
Sequence three pictures in order from a familiar story – beginning, middle and 
end, using narrative language to retell the story  
Make predictions about how the story might end and how the story might 
develop 

Begins to break the flow of speech into words, to hear and say the initial 
sound in words and may start to segment the sounds in words and blend 
them together 

Mathematics 
 

Number 
Recognise and read numbers to 7 including 
when not in order with the aid of a number 
line, picture clues  
Accurate 1:1 correspondence concrete, 
visual to 7 
Know that anything can be counted e.g. 
claps, drum beats… to 7 
Count an irregular arrangement to 7 
Match numeral to quantity to 7  
Display a deep understanding of the 
composition of numbers to 7  
Becoming more confident with the part 
whole model for numbers to 7 Solve 
addition and subtraction calculations to 10 
practically and visually Find 1 more and 1 
less using numbers to 7 (N)– using 
numberlines)(NP)  
Quick mental recall - addition facts to 7 
(fingers to help)  
Quick mental recall - subtraction facts within 
7(fingers to help)  
Number bonds to 5, 6 and 7 (using concrete 
aids to help)  
Know that addition and subtraction are 
related (to 7) (NP)  
Recognises half and double up to 10 

Numerical pattern 
Count in 1s forwards to 20 and 
beyond – visual aid  
Count forwards in 1s from any 
number (to 20) – visual aid  
Count back in 1s from 20– visual 
aid  
Say the number before and after 
to 10 - visual aid  
Compare a variety of quantities 
up to 5 (N)  
Use the vocabulary more, most, 
greater, fewer, less than and 
equals(N) 
Explore odd and even numbers 
to 10 using Numicon and 
objects, recognising and 
discussing the patterns  
Know that addition and 
subtraction are related (N)  
Doubles to 5 concrete aid or 
fingers (N)  
Half of numbers 2,4,6,8,10 - 
concrete (N) 

Shape, space and measure 
Time  
Becomes familiar with measuring tools in everyday experiences and play Is increasingly able to order and sequence 
events using everyday language related to time   
Measures  
Enjoys tackling problems involving prediction and discussion of comparisons of length, weight or capacity, 
Spatial Awareness  
Uses informal language and analogies, (e.g. heart-shaped and hand-shaped leaves), as well as mathematical terms to 
describe shapes  
Begin to become aware of some properties of shape, ‘this is like a brick I can stack it’. 
Begin to make simple models and pictures selecting blocks/shapes needed 
 

Understanding the 
World  

Past and Present  
Begin to make sense of their own life-story 
and family’s history: Children can retell what 
their parents told them about their life story 
and family history in brief.  
Think about key roles in the family or society 
that their families have and how this helps to 
keep households or communities safe (PPC)  
Look at a childhood photograph from a 
parent’s familiar event (birthday, Christmas, 
school start) – what is the same what is 
different to their own   
To share stories from the past linked to the 
history curriculum progression to get the 
children to find the differences to then and 
now.  

People, Culture and 
Communities  
Develop their knowledge of the 
celebration of special times from 
around the world and where 
these take place locally, 
including the buildings- children 
engage further with religious 
and cultural communities and 
their practices throughout the 
curriculum at appropriate times 
of the year – i.e. Chinese New 
Year, Pancake Day and The 
Easter Story.  
Think about key roles in the 
family or society that their 
practices throughout the 

The Natural World 
 
Draw information from simple maps e.g. 
land and sea.  
Describe what they can see, hear and feel 
when outside.  
Explore the natural world around them.  
Understand the effect of changing seasons 
on the natural world. 
Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one they live in.  Show care 
and concern for living things.  
Know some domesticated/wild animal 
names – and the differences 
Talk about why some things happen e.g. 
melting, freezing, floating, sinking 

Technology 
Can create content such as a video recording, sound, stories, and/or draw 
a picture on screen 
Play a game on a touch screen  
Take photographs using iPad 
Record sentence and role play on video –use stop and record buttons with 
support  
Record sounds with different resources 
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Children know that some things stay the 
same and some things change as we grow up 

curriculum at appropriate times 
of the year – i.e. Chinese New 
Year, Pancake Day and The 
Easter Story.  
Think about key roles in the 
family or society that their 
families have and how this helps 
to keep us safe 

Expressive Arts and 
Design  

Creating with Materials Children  
Select from a range of media, materials and tools.  
Experiment with colour and texture 
Develop their ideas using loose parts, watercolours, powder paint play dough etc. 
Use language and drawings to explain their model, findings and ideas. 
Explore ways of joining materials for different purposes  
Draw with increasing complexity including beginning to add additional shapes for 
detail 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Music specialist-weekly lesson 
Singing/ Musical Knowledge and Skills 
Able to sing taught songs 
Know which instrument to use for a desired effect – e.g. sleigh bells for Santa. 
Use appropriate vocabulary to describe these sounds.  
Able to use instruments to match a simple taught rhythm /make up own musical patterns  
Dance:  
Respond to music through dance and the use of simple props (e.g. scarves, a ribbon)  
Children move to a beat – matching movements to the rhythm 
Imaginative Narrative:  
Use role play props and small world artefacts to retell stories, narratives or experiences. 
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Reception Spring 2 2025 

Theme 
The Living world 

Key Texts Seasons Weather Living things Bodies Families  Animal families-Who is my 
mummy? 

Additional 
Texts / Nursery 
Rhymes 

Non -fiction books  
 
Poetry 
Ten Little Superheroes 

 Key Vocabulary 
Seasons, weather, baby, teen, elderly, cub, kitten, pup, cat, dog, male, female, adult, plants, animals, insects, fish, birds, water, food, sleep, 
warmth. 

Key questions 
What is a life cycles? 
Can you explain the life cycle of a human? 
How do humans change as they grow? 
What are the different seasons? 
 
Can you describe todays weather? 
What is a family and how can they differ? 

 Key Facts 
To describe weather. 
To name the seasons and describe them. 
To identify some living things. 
To know what things they need to survive? 
To name baby and adult animals. 
To order life cycle of humans and describe changes. 
To talk about their family and how they could differ. 

Important events 
Zoolab 
Easter 
Eid 
Ramadan 

Personal Social 
and Emotional  
 

Building Relationships 
Can work with another child to complete a task, whether child led 
or adult  
Interact with friends sometimes leading the play but also coping 
when the play is led by other children 
 Adults may resolve conflict issues  
Work with adults familiar to them in the setting to complete tasks  
Has a friendship group and willing to work with peers 
Understand the effect that they can have on others emotions  
Comfort others 
Start to listen to other children and wait to have their turn to speak  
Start initiating and negotiating with regard to sharing with their 
peers 
Recognise they are part of a family, community, social group 

Self-regulation 
Be aware of emotional support requirements for others and begin to 
understand the effect that they can have on others emotions  
Begin to listen to other children or groups and wait to have their turn to 
speak  
Begin sharing with their peers with support of adults  
Stay and complete the task without reminders for a given amount of time  
Follow the cue for attention and follow the expectations associated with 
this 
Follow simple two step instructions 

Managing Self 
Open to trying 
new activities and 
giving new 
experiences a go.  
Describe what 
they are good at 
Have a clear idea 
what they want to 
play 
Understand why 
we need rules and 
how they help to- 
keep us safe 
Begin to zip coats, 
put on shoes and 
take off jumpers 
etc 
Looking after their 
clothes and 
belongings 

Ongoing Activities –  
Practise calming breathing and 
exercises 
Be aware of changes in body  
Follow the school rules Show me five 
Refer to class rules Be Ready, Be 
Respectful, Be Safe when discussing 
behaviour and incidents 
Jigsaw- 
Use vocabulary linked to emotions and 
relationships 
Understand that actions have 
consequences.   
Discuss positive and negative feelings.  
Discuss ways of dealing with positive 
and negative feelings.   
Discuss how to show feelings. 
Build positive friendships and 
relationships 
Coping with tricky situations 
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Follow the Twinkl celebration calendar- 
find out about and celebrate these 

Physical 
Development  
 

Gross motor skills 
Revise the fundamental movement skills of rolling, walking, running and skipping, slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, jumping, hopping and 
climbing  
To be able to throw and catch a large ball, 
Kick, roll, push and pull objects with control 
Confidently use a range of large and small apparatus indoors  
Travels with confidence around, under, over and through balancing/climbing equipment 
Beginning to develop an overall body strength, coordination, balance and agility  
Develop a range of ball skills: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting and aiming. 
Shows an understanding of safety begins to take action 
 

Fine motor skills 
Begin to use a 
range of tools with 
more accuracy e.g. 
pencils, brushes, 
scissors, tweezers  
Beginning to use a 
dominant hand. 
Begin to draw 
recognisable 
pictures 
Begin to use a 
knife to cut their 
food 
Confidently and 
safely use large 
and small 
apparatus outside 
Write their names 
forming the letters 
correctly 
Form recognisable 
letters 
Dress themselves 
including 
fastening zips and 
buttons 
Go to the toilet 
independently and 
wash their hands 

Classroom routines – lining up 
Weekly PE 
Indoor and outdoor activities  
Tooth brushing  
Hand washing 
Finger gym activities 
Know why we warm up and cool down 
Stretch in different ways 
Recognise some changes in their body 
during exercise Participate in games 
using dance, gymnastics, and sport and 
athletics skills. 
Able to make own risk assessments 

Communication  
Language 

 Speaking 
Uses new taught vocabulary in context  
Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives – and, then, but, that  
Describe events in some detail  
Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences – use complete sentences in their everyday talk  
Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities. Explain how things work and how they might happen  
Retell a story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words  
Learn rhymes, poems and songs – 5 a day – nursery rhyme, poem, rap, story, song 
Introduces a narrative or story line in their play 

 Listening, 
attention and 
understanding 
Able to follow a 
story without 
pictures or props 
Able to engage in 
rhyming activities 
and display an 
increasing 
knowledge and 
awareness of 
rhyme 
Able to recall 
simple stories and 
develop 
comprehension of 

On going 
Listen to their friends share news and 
experiences 
Listen to class assemblies 
Jigsaw 
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story events. Able 
to listen 
attentively and 
talk about the 
content of non-
fiction books 
Listens and 
responds to ideas 
expressed by 
others in 
conversation or 
discussion 

Role play area Shop 
Imaginative Narrative:  
Use role play props and small world artefacts to retell stories, narratives or experiences 

Literacy Comprehension 
Re-read books based on their phonic ability to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment  
Read and understand simple phrases and sentences – based on their phonic ability  
Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of reading 
Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary   
Listen to and talk about simple and topic related non-fiction books to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and 
vocabulary 
Join in with and continue predictable words, phrases and refrains  
Answer simple questions about a familiar book/text orally  
Read and understand phrases and captions – link directly to their phonic knowledge stage of development  
Sequence three pictures in order from a familiar story – beginning, middle and end, using narrative language to retell the 
story  
Make predictions about how the story might end and how the story might develop 

Word reading 
To recognise all 
Phase 2 sounds and 
some digraphs 
Phase 3– qu, ch, sh, 
th, ng, ai, ee,  
To be able to read 
some tricky words 
Aware of print and 
begins to read 
labels, instructions, 
signs, envelopes, 
etc. 

Writing 
Write Christian name accurately and from memory using 
capital letter 
Form lower-case letters accurately when copying a model  
Write taught digraphs and tri-graphs by copying a model  
Write CVC words by segmenting the sounds  
Compose a simple sentence orally and hold it with support 
Compose a sentence orally and have a go at writing it down  
Begin to spell some tricky words matched to the school’s 
phonic programme as they are taught  
Gives meaning to the marks they make as they draw, write, 
paint and type using a keyboard or touch-screen technology 
Begins to break the flow of speech into words, to hear and 
say the initial sound in words and may start to segment the 
sounds in words and blend them together 

Mathematics 
 

Number 
Recognise and read numbers to 7 including when not in order with 
the aid of a number line, picture clues  
Accurate 1:1 correspondence concrete, visual to at least 7 
Know that anything can be counted e.g. claps, drum beats… to at 
least 7 
Count an irregular arrangement to to at least 7 
Match numeral to quantity to 7  
Display a deep understanding of the composition of numbers to 7  
Becoming more confident with the part whole model for numbers 
to 7  
Solve addition and subtraction calculations to 10 practically and 
visually Find 1 more and 1 less using numbers to 7 (N)– using 
number lines)(NP)  
Quick mental recall - addition facts to 7 (fingers to help)  
Quick mental recall - subtraction facts within 7(fingers to help)  
Number bonds to 5, 6 and 7 (using concrete aids to help)  
Know that addition and subtraction are related (to 7) (NP)  
Recognises half and double up to 10 

Numerical pattern 
Count in 1s forwards to 20 and beyond – visual aid  
Count forwards in 1s from any number (to 20) – 
visual aid  
Count back in 1s from 20– visual aid  
Say the number before and after to 10 - visual aid  
Compare a variety of quantities up to 5 (N)  
Use the vocabulary more, most, greater, fewer, 
less than and equals(N) 
Explore odd and even numbers to 10 using 
Numicon and objects, recognising and discussing 
the patterns  
Know that addition and subtraction are related (N)  
Doubles to 5 concrete aid or fingers (N)  
Half of numbers 2,4,6,8,10 - concrete (N) 

Shape, space and measure 
Time  
Becomes familiar with measuring tools in everyday experiences and play Is 
increasingly able to order and sequence events using everyday language related to 
time   
Measures  
Enjoys tackling problems involving prediction and discussion of comparisons of 
length, weight or capacity, 
Spatial Awareness  
Uses informal language and analogies, (e.g. heart-shaped and hand-shaped leaves), 
as well as mathematical terms to describe shapes  
Begin to become aware of some properties of shape, ‘this is like a brick I can stack 
it’. 
Begin to make simple models and pictures selecting blocks/shapes needed 
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Understanding 
the World  

Past and Present  
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history: 
Children can retell what their parents told them about their life 
story and family history in brief.  
Think about key roles in the family or society that their families have 
and how this helps to keep households or communities safe (PPC)  
Look at a childhood photograph from a parent’s familiar event 
(birthday, Christmas, school start) – what is the same what is 
different to their own   
To share stories from the past linked to the history curriculum 
progression to get the children to find the differences to then and 
now.  
Children know that some things stay the same and some things 
change as we grow up 

People, Culture and Communities  
Develop their knowledge of the celebration of 
special times from around the world and where 
these take place locally, including the buildings- 
children engage further with religious and cultural 
communities and their practices throughout the 
curriculum at appropriate times of the year – i.e. 
Chinese New Year, Pancake Day and The Easter 
Story.  
Think about key roles in the family or society that 
their practices throughout the curriculum at 
appropriate times of the year – i.e. Chinese New 
Year, Pancake Day and The Easter Story.  
Think about key roles in the family or society that 
their families have and how this helps to keep us 
safe 

The Natural World 
 
Draw information 
from simple maps 
e.g. land and sea 
Describe what they 
can see, hear and 
feel when outside.  
Explore the natural 
world around them 
Understand the 
effect of changing 
seasons on the 
natural world. 
Recognise some 
environments that 
are different to the 
one they live in.  
Show care and 
concern for living 
things 
Know some 
domesticated/wild 
animal names – and 
the differences 
 

Technology 
Can create content such as a video recording, sound, stories, 
and/or draw a picture on screen 
Play a game on a touch screen  
Take photographs using iPad 
Record sentence and role play on video –use stop and 
record buttons with support  
Record sounds with different resources 

Expressive Arts 
and Design  

Creating with Materials Children  
Select from a range of media, materials and tools.  
Experiment with colour and texture 
Develop their ideas using loose parts, watercolours, powder paint lay dough etc. 
Use language and drawings to explain their model, findings and ideas. 
Explore ways of joining materials for different purposes  
Draw with increasing complexity including beginning to add additional shapes for detail 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Music specialist-weekly lesson 
Singing/ Musical Knowledge and Skills 
Able to sing taught songs 
Know which instrument to use for a desired effect – e.g. sleigh bells for Santa. 
Use appropriate vocabulary to describe these sounds 
Able to use instruments to match a simple taught rhythm /make up own musical 
patterns  
Dance:  
Respond to music through dance and the use of simple props (e.g. scarves, a ribbon)  
Children move to a beat – matching movements to the rhythm 
Imaginative Narrative:  
Use role play props and small world artefacts to retell stories, narratives or 
experiences 
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Reception Summer 1 2025 
Theme 
Traditional stories 

Key Texts Jim and the Beanstalk 
 

Super Red Riding Hood 
 

Princess and the Pea Goldilocks and the three bears Billy Goats Gruff Porridge pot 

Additional 
Texts / Nursery 

Rhymes 

Non -fiction books  
How to grow a beanstalk 
Wolves 
Bears 
Animal books 

 Key Vocabulary 
Traditional Tales, past, present, future, map, journey, preposition, alternative, similarities, differences, materials, 

properties, 

Key questions 
What is a traditional tale? 

Where is the story set? 

How is this version of the story the same or different? 

Who is evil? 
Who is helpful? Who saved the day? 
What was the problem?. 

 Key Facts 
 
Animals cannot really talk. 
Traditional stories have a problem and a happy ending. 
They usually have a good and evil character. 
 

Important events 
 

Personal Social 
and Emotional  
 

Building Relationships 
Can work with another child to complete a task, whether child led or 
adult directed with little direction needed from an adult  
Can play alongside others cooperating, taking turns and can solve 
conflict if arises  
Will initiate and respond to conversations from unfamiliar adults  
Has a friendship group within the setting but sometimes chooses to 
work alongside others  
Regulate own behaviours in order to find solutions to conflicts and 
compromise 
Able to regulate themselves to wait until what they want is available, 
even if this means self-distraction for the interim period 

Self-regulation 
Regulate own behaviours in order to find solutions 
to conflicts and rivalries  
Begin to manage their feelings and tolerate 
situations in which their wishes cannot be met 
To complete a short task that they may set for 
themselves  
Follow instructions involving several ideas 

Managing Self 
Maintain focus for a longer period of time  
Be aware their actions have consequence for 
their actions.  
Can say what they have done wrong and 
why.  
Regulate own behaviours in order to find 
solutions to conflicts  
Communicate their interests and opinion in 
small groups or to an adult 
Show an understanding of why exercise is 
important 
Able to compare two items of food and 
explain why one is better than the other for 
our bodies 

Use Links Learning Powers 
School behaviour policy- Follow 
and understand class and outdoor 
rules  
Know why we brush our teeth and 
wash hands 
Know what foods are bad for our 
teeth.  
Know why we need to warm up 
and why we need healthy food for 
energy and to keep our bodies 
healthy. 
 
Follow the Twinkl celebration 
calendar 

Physical 
Development  
 

Gross motor skills 
Chooses to move in a range of ways, moving freely and with confidence making changes to body shape, position and pace 
of movement such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping 
Explore a range of equipment and use appropriately and safely 
Jumps off an object and lands appropriately using hands, arms and body to stabilise and balance 
Choose and use the most appropriate equipment for a game or task  
Able to play a game, understanding simple rules in pairs or small groups  

Fine motor skills 
Hold a pencil effectively and with good 
control- using the tripod grip in almost all 
cases.  
Have a preference for a dominant hand, 
consistently.  

Throw under arm 
Throw at a target 
Balance with control 
to engage successfully with future 
physical education sessions and 
other physical disciplines including 
dance, gymnastics and sport 
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Combine different movements with ease and fluency  
Refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting and aiming.  
Practise some appropriate safety measures 
 

Form recognisable letters, most of which are 
correctly formed.  
Use scissors correctly to cut around a picture 
along the lines.  
Uses cutlery effectively including cutting 
their food with a knife and fork.  
Show more accuracy and care when 
drawing. 

Form letters using pre-cursive 
handwriting-remembering all 
letters start from the line -school 
policy 
 Draw/paint recognisable pictures 
with more details 

Communication  
Language 

 Speaking 
Confidently and frequently join in with small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas in a clear 
voice 
Demonstrate use of their newly learnt vocabulary without being prompted to join in by an adult  
Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when appropriate. Use the correct verb tense when retelling a story or discussing a topic, e.g., walked, walking, 
will walk  
Confidently describe events in detail and the correct chronological order. Connect one idea or action to another using a 
range of connectives – and, then, but, that, so that, because  
Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities. Explain how things work and how they might 
happen – give children problem solving words and phrases to use in their explanations,  
Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events 
Can appropriately Learn and recite rhymes, poems and songs 

 Listening, attention and understanding 
Able to listen attentively, for a sustained 
period (group or class) 
Able to respond to what they hear by asking 
relevant questions, comments and or 
actions.  
Able to generate and ask questions to clarify 
understanding.  
Beginning to understand humour, e.g. 
nonsense rhymes, jokes 
Able to engage actively in conversation by 
contributing effectively Understands a range 
of complex sentence structures including 
negatives, plurals and tense markers 

 
Listen and participate in class 
assemblies, whole school 
visitors/assemblies and 
shows/concerts 
 
 
 
 
Able to listen attentively to both 
fiction and non-fiction books.  
 

Role play area Imaginative Narrative:  
Use role play props and small world artefacts to retell stories, narratives or experiences 

Literacy Comprehension 
Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.  
Re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment  
 Engage in extended conversations about stories, demonstrating the correct use of 
new vocabulary and demonstrating their understanding by using the new vocabulary 
in the correct context and in conversation   
Retell a familiar story/traditional tale and include repeated words, phrases and 
refrains correctly   
Answer simple questions about a familiar book/text  
Read and understand more complex captions and sentences  
Sequence four/five pictures in order – beginning, middle and end, using narrative 
language and new vocabulary to retell the story  
 Make detailed predictions about how the story might end, develop and anticipate key 
events within the story  
Retell/join in with retelling a range of traditional tales 

Word reading 
Read some letter groups that each represent one sounds and 
say the sounds for them – qu, ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, 
oo,oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er  
Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s 
phonic programme -  
Tricky words: said, have, like, so, do, some, come, were, there, 
little, one, when, out, what  
Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with 
known letter-sound  
Engages with books and other reading materials at an 
increasingly deeper level, sometimes drawing on their phonic 
knowledge to decode words, and their knowledge of language 
structure, subject knowledge and illustrations to interpret the 
text  
Continues a rhyming string and identifies alliteration 

Writing 
Write full name accurately including capital letters 
Form recognisable letters, most of which are 
correctly formed  
Write consonant digraphs (ck, qu, ch, sh, th, ng) 
from memory and copy write vowel 
digraphs/trigraphs from display or sound mat (ai, ee, 
igh, oa, oo,oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er )  
Write CVC words containing with more confidence, 
by segmenting the sounds and then writing the 
sound with letter/s   
Compose a sentence orally and hold it, remembering 
what they are going to write.  
Write short sentences with words with known 
sound-letter correspondences, using a capital letter 
and full stop.  
Write phase 2 tricky words and high frequency 
words from memory  
 

Mathematics 
 

Number 
Recognise and read numbers to 10 – including when not in order and show that they 
understand the relationship between them  
Display a deep understanding of the composition of numbers to 10 
Accurate 1:1 correspondence to 10 using concrete apparatus - visually  
Confidently count to 10  

Numerical pattern 
Count by rote from 0 forwards to 20 and beyond  
Compare and order a variety of quantities up to 10 
(N)   
Use the vocabulary more, most, greater fewer, less 
than etc. up to 10 (N)  

Shape, space and measure 
Uses spatial language, including following and giving 
directions, using relative terms and describing what they see 
from different viewpoints Investigates turning and flipping 
objects in order to make shapes fit and create models; 
predicting and visualising how they will look (spatial reasoning)  
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Subitise to 10  
Match numeral to quantity up to 10  
Understand 1 more and 1 less for numbers to 10 (NP)  
Mentally recall number bonds to 5 without apparatus/ begin recall to 10  
Calculate addition bonds and subtraction facts to/within 10 using apparatus and/or 
number line if needed  
Begin to know that addition and subtraction are related (NP)  
Mentally, quickly recall all doubles to 5 (ie. double 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) (NP)  
Mentally, quickly recall half of 2,4,6, 8, and 10 (NP)  
Begin to know that doubling and halving are related (inverse operation)  
Subitise to 5 – dots on a dice, Numicom piece, ten-frame, pebbles, etc,  
Know that = means must balance is worth the same as  
 

Identifies odd and even numbers to 10 represented 
by structures 
 Count accurately beyond 10 
Say some numbers in sequence 45.46.47 
 

May enjoy making simple maps of familiar and imaginative 
environments, with landmarks Shape  
Uses informal language and analogies, (e.g. heart-shaped and 
hand-shaped leaves), as well as mathematical terms to 
describe shapes  
 Enjoys composing and decomposing shapes, learning which 
shapes combine to make other shapes  
Uses own ideas to make models of increasing complexity, 
selecting blocks needed, solving problems and visualising what 
they will build 
 

Understanding 
the World  

Past and Present  
Children are able to compare the present and the past, drawing on 
the knowledge they have established in the classroom as well as 
their own personal experiences   
Share stories from the past linked to the history curriculum 
progression to get the children to compare current life to what is 
shown in the stories.  
Look at a childhood photograph from a grandparents/baby 
photographs– what is the same what is different to their parents and 
their own  
Children further develop their knowledge of key roles in society and 
extend this to encompass our own personal responsibility -i.e. what 
we can all do to help society 
Use vocabulary old, new, then and now, last week, yesterday 
correctly 
 
 

People, Culture and Communities  
Name places of local importance to the community, 
drawing on their own experiences where possible  
Children can talk about the similarities differences they 
notice between people across different communities/ 
family groups  
Children are able to utilise the vocabulary needed to 
describe the people, places and communities they are 
discussing  
Recognise that people have varied beliefs around the 
world and can begin to understand the basic 
differences. 
Children should be able to make maps, name places to 
visit, name with they live 

The Natural World 
Make observations of their local 
area, animals and plants.  
Name some features of that 
animal Talk about some 
similarities and differences 
between their local 
environment and that of other 
countries they come across in 
books.  
Talk about the different 
seasons.  
Can link different types of 
weather to different seasons.  
Talk about changes  
Understand changes in the 
natural world such as day and 
night.  
Talk /order some life cycles such 
as a butterfly, chick, frog etc 
Observe and name animals in 
local habitat/minibeast hotel 

Technology 
Develops digital literacy skills by being able 
to access, understand and interact with a 
range of technologies  
Can use the internet with adult supervision 
to find and retrieve information of interest 
to them 
To begin to be aware of how to be safe 
Simple programming two step instructions- 
Daisy Dinosaur/Beebot 

Expressive Arts 
and Design  

Creating with Materials Children  
Make use of props, materials when role-playing. 
Be able to talk through from designing to building what they have used and why they have chosen to use that resource or 
technique. 
Design and make an object and explain is function 
Be able to use shapes and colour to express emotions within creations  
Talk about their models and how improve them-  
Begin to draw their ideas and plans 
Name and hold tools correctly 
Add details to drawings. 
 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Music specialist-weekly lesson 
Singing/ Musical Knowledge and Skills 
Build a collection of songs and dances  
In groups perform poems and stories to their peers 
Copy a simple beat pattern X X - - X – including with instruments or claps. 
Play an instrument to accompany their song or rhyme  
Dance:  
Able to move in time invent and adapts movements. 
Imaginative Narrative:  
Use role-play props and small world artefacts to create or adapt a narrative or 
story, using story language, events or refrains. 
As part of a group, invent or adapt a known story to create a new narrative 
 



20 

 

 
 
 
 
 



21 

 

Reception Summer 2 2024 

Theme 
Real and imaginary places. 

Key Texts Dear zoo Harry and bucket full of 
dinosaurs 

Under the sea Pirate  Whatever next? Aliens where 
underpants? 

Transition 
stories 

Additional Texts 
/ Nursery 
Rhymes 

Non -fiction books 
Transport 
Poetry 
My Village: Rhymes from around the 
world 

 Key Vocabulary 
Habitat, forest, polar, desert, ocean, sea, globe, world, earth, rainforest, littering, recycling, 

lunar, environment, wood, animal, camouflage, Antarctic, Artic, decay, pirates, rockets, treasure, 

planets, galaxy, travel, transport ,adventure, route, journey. 

Key questions 
Can you talk about a journey/adventure? 

How can we care for our world? 

Can you name a type of habitat and name an animal who lives there? 

How does a desert/rainforest compare to where we live? 

Does the moon change size and shape? 

How can we get to the moon? 

What planets are in space? 

How do pirates find their treasure? 

How does ships float? 

 Key Facts 
To know we can visit different places. 
To identify if a place is real or imaginary. 
To name and describe simple habitats. 
To name planets and moon phases. 
Identify vehicles that travel by land, sea and space. 
 

Important events 
Sports week 
Father’s Day 
 

Personal Social 
and Emotional  
 

Building Relationships 
Can work with another child to complete a task, 
whether child led or adult directed with little 
direction needed from an adult  
Can play alongside others cooperating, taking turns 
and can solve conflict if arises  
Will initiate and respond to conversations from 
unfamiliar adults  
Has a friendship group within the setting but 
sometimes chooses to work alongside others  

Self-regulation 
Regulate own behaviours in order to find 
solutions to conflicts and rivalries  
Begin to manage their feelings and 
tolerate situations in which their wishes 
cannot be met 
To complete a short task that they may 
set for themselves  
Follow instructions involving several 
ideas 

Managing Self 
Maintain focus for a longer period of time  
Be aware their actions have consequence for their actions.  
Can say what they have done wrong and why.  
Regulate own behaviours in order to find solutions to conflicts  
Communicate their interests and opinion in small groups or to an 
adult 
Show an understanding of why exercise is important 
Able to compare two items of food and explain why one is better 
than the other for our bodies 

Use Links Learning Powers 
School behaviour policy- Follow and 
understand class and outdoor rules  
Know why we brush our teeth and 
wash hands 
Know what foods are bad for our 
teeth.  
Know why we need to warm up and 
why we need healthy food for energy 
and to keep our bodies healthy. 
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Regulate own behaviours in order to find solutions 
to conflicts and compromise 
Able to regulate themselves to wait until what they 
want is available, even if this means self-distraction 
for the interim period 

Follow the Twinkl celebration 
calendar 

Physical 
Development  
 

Gross motor skills 
Chooses to move in a range of ways, moving freely and with confidence making changes to body 
shape, position and pace of movement such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, 
running, jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping 
Explore a range of equipment and use appropriately and safely 
Jumps off an object and lands appropriately using hands, arms and body to stabilise and balance 
Choose and use the most appropriate equipment for a game or task  
Able to play a game, understanding simple rules in pairs or small groups  
Combine different movements with ease and fluency  
Refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting and aiming.  
Practise some appropriate safety measures 
 

Fine motor skills 
Hold a pencil effectively and with good control- using the tripod 
grip in almost all cases.  
Have a preference for a dominant hand, consistently.  
Form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  
Use scissors correctly to cut around a picture along the lines.  
Uses cutlery effectively including cutting their food with a knife and 
fork.  
Show more accuracy and care when drawing. 

Throw under arm 
Throw at a target 
Balance with control 
to engage successfully with future 
physical education sessions and other 
physical disciplines including dance, 
gymnastics and sport 
Form letters using pre-cursive 
handwriting-remembering all letters 
start from the line -school policy 
 Draw/paint recognisable pictures 
with more details 

Communication  
Language 

 Speaking 
Confidently and frequently join in with small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering 
their own ideas in a clear voice 
Demonstrate use of their newly learnt vocabulary without being prompted to join in by an adult  
Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. Use the correct verb tense when 
retelling a story or discussing a topic, e.g., walked, walking, will walk  
Confidently describe events in detail and the correct chronological order. Connect one idea or 
action to another using a range of connectives – and, then, but, that, so that, because  
Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities. Explain how things work 
and how they might happen – give children problem solving words and phrases to use in their 
explanations, e.g., so that, because, I think it’s, you could, it might be…  
Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events 
Can appropriately Learn and recite rhymes, poems and songs – 5 a day – nursery rhyme, poem, 
rap, story, song 

 Listening, attention and understanding 
Able to listen attentively, for a sustained period (group or class) 
Able to respond to what they hear by asking relevant questions, 
comments and or actions.  
Able to generate and ask questions to clarify understanding.  
Beginning to understand humour, e.g. nonsense rhymes, jokes 
Able to engage actively in conversation by contributing effectively 
Understands a range of complex sentence structures including 
negatives, plurals and tense markers 

 
Listen and participate in class 
assemblies, whole school 
visitors/assemblies and 
shows/concerts 
 
 
 
 
Able to listen attentively to both 
fiction and non-fiction books.  
 

Role play area Imaginative Narrative:  
Use role play props and small world artefacts to retell stories, narratives or experiences 

Literacy Comprehension 
Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense.  
Re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their 
fluency and their understanding and enjoyment  
 Engage in extended conversations about stories, demonstrating 
the correct use of new vocabulary and demonstrating their 
understanding by using the new vocabulary in the correct context 
and in conversation   
Retell a familiar story/traditional tale and include repeated words, 
phrases and refrains correctly   
Answer simple questions about a familiar book/text  
Read and understand more complex captions and sentences  
Sequence four/five pictures in order – beginning, middle and end, 
using narrative language and new vocabulary to retell the story  

Word reading 
Read some letter groups that each represent one sounds and 
say the sounds for them – qu, ch, sh, th, ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, 
oo,oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er  
Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s 
phonic programme -  
Tricky words: said, have, like, so, do, some, come, were, there, 
little, one, when, out, what  
Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with 
known letter-sound  
Engages with books and other reading materials at an 
increasingly deeper level, sometimes drawing on their phonic 
knowledge to decode words, and their knowledge of language 
structure, subject knowledge and illustrations to interpret the 
text  

Writing 
Write full name accurately including capital letters 
Form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed  
Write consonant digraphs (ck, qu, ch, sh, th, ng) from memory and copy 
write vowel digraphs/trigraphs from display or sound mat (ai, ee, igh, oa, 
oo,oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er )  
Write CVC words containing with more confidence, by segmenting the 
sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s   
Compose a sentence orally and hold it, remembering what they are going 
to write.  
Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter 
correspondences, using a capital letter and full stop.  
Write phase 2 tricky words and high frequency words from memory  
Copy write phase 3 tricky words and HF words from display or word mat 
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 Make detailed predictions about how the story might end, 
develop and anticipate key events within the story  
Retell/join in with retelling a range of traditional tales 

Continues a rhyming string and identifies alliteration 

Mathematics 
 

Number 
Recognise and read numbers to 10 – including when not in order 
and show that they understand the relationship between them  
Display a deep understanding of the composition of numbers to 10 
Acurate 1:1 correspondence to 10 using concrete apparatus - 
visually  
Confidently count to 10  
Subitise to 10  
Match numeral to quantity up to 10 – inc. out of sequence  
Understand 1 more and 1 less for numbers to 10 (NP)  
Mentally recall number bonds to 5 without apparatus/ begin recall 
to 10  
Calculate addition bonds and subtraction facts to/within 10 using 
apparatus and/or number line if needed  
Know that addition and subtraction are related (NP)  
Mentally, quickly recall all doubles to 5 (ie. double 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
(NP)  
Mentally, quickly recall half of 2,4,6, 8, and 10 (NP)  
Know that doubling and halving are related (inverse operation)  
Subitise to 5 – dots on a dice, Numicom piece, ten-frame, pebbles, 
etc,  
Know that = means must balance is worth the same as  
Solve addition and subtraction calculations when = is presented in 
different place  
Count accurately beyond 10 
 
 

Numerical pattern 
Count by rote from 0 forwards to 20 and beyond  
Compare and order a variety of quantities up to 10 (N)   
Use the vocabulary more, most, greater fewer, less than etc. 
up to 10 (N)  
Identifies odd and even numbers to 10 represented by 
structures 
Say some numbers in sequence 45.46.47 
 

Shape, space and measure 
Uses spatial language, including following and giving directions, using 
relative terms and describing what they see from different viewpoints 
Investigates turning and flipping objects in order to make shapes fit and 
create models; predicting and visualising how they will look (spatial 
reasoning)  
May enjoy making simple maps of familiar and imaginative 
environments, with landmarks Shape  
Uses informal language and analogies, (e.g. heart-shaped and hand-
shaped leaves), as well as mathematical terms to describe shapes  
 Enjoys composing and decomposing shapes, learning which shapes 
combine to make other shapes  
Uses own ideas to make models of increasing complexity, selecting blocks 
needed, solving problems and visualising what they will build 
 

Understanding 
the World  

Past and Present  
Children are able to compare the present and the 
past, drawing on the knowledge they have 
established in the classroom as well as their own 
personal experiences   
Share stories from the past linked to the history 
curriculum progression to get the children to 
compare current life to what is shown in the 
stories.  
Look at a childhood photograph from a 
grandparent’s familiar event (holidays) – what is 
the same what is different to their parents and 
their own  
Children further develop their knowledge of key 
roles in society and extend this to encompass our 
own personal responsibility -i.e. what we can all do 
to help society 
Use vocabulary old, new, then and now, last week, 
yesterday correctly 
 

People, Culture and Communities  
Name places of local importance to the community, drawing on their own 
experiences where possible  
Children can talk about the similarities differences they notice between 
people across different communities/ family groups  
Children can talk about the features of the places that they are familiar with 
and can begin to describe how they are different to other places.  
Children are able to utilise the vocabulary needed to describe the people, 
places and communities they are discussing  
Recognise that people have varied beliefs around the world and can begin to 
understand the basic differences. 
Children should be able to make maps, name places to visit, name with they 
live 

The Natural World 
Make observations of their local 
area, animals and plants.  
Talk about some similarities and 
differences between their local 
environment and that of other 
countries they come across in 
books.  
Talk about the different 
seasons.  
Can link different types of 
weather to different seasons.  
Talk about changes of states -
melting 
Understand changes in the 
natural world such as day and 
night.  
Talk /order some life cycles such 
as a butterfly, chick, frog etc 

Technology 
Develops digital literacy skills by 
being able to access, understand and 
interact with a range of technologies  
Can use the internet with adult 
supervision to find and retrieve 
information of interest to them 
To begin to be aware of how to be 
safe 
Simple programming two step 
instructions- Daisy Dinosaur 
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 Observe and name animals in 
local habitat/minibeast hotel 

Expressive Arts 
and Design  

Creating with Materials Children  
Make use of props, materials when role-playing. 
Be able to talk through from designing to building what they have used and why they have chosen to use that resource or technique. 
Design and make an object and explain is function 
Be able to use shapes and colour to express emotions within creations  
Talk about their models and how improve them-  
Begin to draw their ideas and plans 
Name and hold tools correctly 
Add details to drawings. 
 

Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Music specialist-weekly lesson 
Singing/ Musical Knowledge and Skills 
Build a collection of songs and dances  
In groups perform poems and stories to their peers 
Copy a simple beat pattern X X - - X – including with instruments or claps. 
Play an instrument to accompany their song or rhyme  
Dance:  
Able to move in time invent and adapts movements. 
Imaginative Narrative:  
Use role-play props and small world artefacts to create or adapt a 
narrative or story, using story language, events or refrains. 
As part of a group, invent or adapt a known story to create a new 
narrative 
 


